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Eastington Community News 

November / December 2008       NO. 112 

Welcome to our ‘Autumn edition.  With November comes a time for remembrance, and this 
is the theme from Richard Amys’ article inside.  This year marks the 90th anniversary of 
the end of the 1st World War, and today, being Remembrance Sunday, we held the wreath 
laying service at the Parish War Memorial.  Although there was a dry interlude for the 
ceremony, this evening I hear hail and torrential rain outside.  I find it hard enough to 
imagine living outside in a muddy trench in such weather, but adding bloodshed and 
carnage all around takes it beyond words.  It is also timely to remember friends and loved 
ones who have died.  Richard has prepared some obituaries in this edition. 

From David Storey we have an update about improvements made at the Village Hall.  
There have been more interesting finds in the attic too.  At the New Community Building at 
OHMG, the dreadfully wet summer slowed things down. However, progress is now clearly 
visible to travellers of the M5.  Details are inside about the ever-popular charity event  
‘Ladies Night’ on 28th February 2009.  (No signs of having a Gentlemen’s night just yet.)  
There was another vandal attack on the new building recently, but the new security system 
has enabled the culprits to be identified.  The Police are now including this site within their 
regular patrols. 

We have an interesting letter inside from our MP, David Drew.  At the other end of 
government is the Parish Council, where life continues to be hectic.  I am very grateful to 
Katrina Napthine and Colin Frith for preparing Parish Council Matters this time.  The Parish 
Council is making a special effort to tell you about what it is doing, because it’s your money 
that is being spent!  You may be surprised at the many things that it has to look after – 
and many more that it is empowered to help.  Later this month there will be a meeting for 
all Parish Councils to learn how the new “Sustainable Communities Act” will benefit 
communities like ours. 

It was a pleasure for me to receive a call from Les Pugh a few weeks back.  I had already 
heard about his fascinating book and it was a good opportunity to find out some more.  
Inside we have an article about Les Pugh’s latest venture, and details of how you may get 
your hands on this interesting book. (I have a copy and can thoroughly recommend it.) 

Following my invitation to you in the last issue for more relevant news within these pages, 
there has been a positive response.  The articles and news that we publish depend on your 
news and articles - so please keep these coming. 

We have contributions from the Methodist and Anglican Churches again this time. We 
welcome the update of activities and Christmas services.  There is news about the salon 
refurbishment at “The Hair and Beauty House”.  Updates too from Brownies, and Mother 
and Toddlers. 

Don’t forget the Spring Flower Show will be held on Saturday 21st March; so be sure to add 
this to your diary dates for 2009!   

Andrew Niblett (Editor) 824841 (andrewf.niblett@waitrose.com) 

Tom Low (Distributor) 823425 (tom@millend.demon.co.uk) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Deadline:-    All articles by Friday 2nd January 2009 please! 

Next Delivery:-    by Monday 19th January 2008  please!  
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Les Pugh  -   and his new book 

Although Les has lived in Stonehouse for nearly 70 years, many of you 
will know him and have seen him about this Village. He has frequently 
written articles for the local press, and for many years Les also 
prepared extracts for ‘A History of Eastington’ for the early editions of 
this newsletter.  Most Sundays Les can be found at Eastington Church 
where he regularly attends services.  Younger members of the 
community will have seen him at Eastington Primary School  

As a boy, Les was brought up in Eastington, and attended Eastington 
Primary School in the mid 1920s.  Although he then moved to 
Stonehouse for the larger portion of his life, Les tells us he loves both 
places, and can think of nowhere else he would rather live. 

Les’ book is aimed at people of his generation who lived in Eastington 
and Stonehouse.  He is anxious that elderly, and perhaps housebound 
parishioners, of both places should have access to the book.  It would 
be greatly appreciated if you would let me know of anyone who might 
‘fit the bill.’  The book is priced at £9-99, and Les would be pleased to 
personally deliver it to those very kind people who respond. 

Les was truly delighted to visit Eastington Primary School again on 12th 
November for a ‘book signing’. “It is a truly wonderful place,” said Les. 

(Extract from a letter from Les to the editor) 

 

Please contact Andrew Niblett with your details if you would like to take 
up the kind offer by Les. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Paper 
Dialacabservice  
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS (1) 

Update from the Chair: The Parish Council continues making considerable efforts to provide an 
allotments site.  I hope to be able to bring you a positive update in the next edition.  We have just 
concluded 4-weeks training programme here in the Village for all councillors.  By sharing with other 
parishes and towns we were able to reduce the cost, and to improve opportunities to network with 
other councils.  I would also like to congratulate our Clerk, Mary Gribble on recently completing her 
CiLCA professional development training.  This will bring invaluable support to our proceedings.  I 
am grateful to Cllr. Nigel Souster who has become the new Chair of our Roads and Transport 
Committee.  

       Andrew Niblett (Parish Council Chair) 

Report from the Financial Officer:  Now is the time of year when the Parish Council consider 
what services we need to deliver next year and how much money we will need to do it. Here is a 
brief rundown of what we have been doing with your money and our anticipated plans for next year. 

Some services provided by the Parish Council are mandatory and these have been outlined in 
Councillor Frith’s report. The predicted cost to the Parish Council of the grounds maintenance in the 
current financial year is £7,000 and includes some Village Greens, the OHMG playing field and the 
Churchyard. We are anticipating a similar level of spend on these areas next year.  We are 
budgeting to include the extra ‘one off’ expense of clearing the overgrown areas before negotiating a 
regular contract to keep them maintained. 

Within this year Councillor Edwards has spent considerable time working with Gloucestershire 
County Council (GCC) to replace kissing gates and although we have been lucky enough to receive 
50% funding from GCC, the rest has obviously come from our own budgets. Plans next year extend 
to looking at the bus shelters in our parish and working towards replacing, installing and updating. 

We are conscious that we are working on behalf of the parishioners and so have been working hard 
on improving communication. Councillor Gothard has recently constructed our own website 
(www.stroud.gov.uk/Eastington) and we have been endeavouring to submit articles to ECN on a 
timely basis. We are also planning to replace the notice board within the coming year so that we can 
continue to regularly place updates on parish council activities. 

Local organisations can apply for S137 funding for projects that they need contributions for. Recent 
grants given have been to Eastington Fruit and Flower show, Eastington Playgroup and The Bluebell 
club. A proportion of money is set aside each year in the budgets for groups to apply for; if you 
think this is something that you may be interested in then please address your letter to our clerk 
Mary Gribble (Bridlepath Cottage, Westend. Stonehouse Glos GL10 3SJ) 

Contentious planning issues have been very prevalent within the parish this year with the SFRC and 
Hunts Grove Appeals. We have endeavoured to secure the best possible outcome for the parish and 
this has involved professional representation costs. Although at the time of writing we were not 
aware of any planning issues that would involve quite that level of representation, we are aware that 
we appear to be a planning target and so funds have been set aside in next years budgets for this 
eventuality. On the subject of contentious issues, a provision has been made for next year to assist 
the police with combating speeding within the parish. 

Other long-term costs are loan repayments for enabling works at the OHMG site (e.g. road access) 
and more recently to contribute £40,000 towards the New Community Building. 

The budgets set reflect what we believe to be the current issues within the parish, however it is 
possible that there are things we are not aware of and we would welcome your input. Please 
remember though that the resource we are often most short of is time, therefore your ideas of 
improvement/ issues are always welcome and your offer to help even more so…! 

If you have any questions regarding the Parish finances please email me at 
knapthine@btinternet.com 

     Katrina Napthine    RFO (Responsible Finance Officer)   
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PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS (2) 
Police Speed Board Survey:  I accompanied our two PCSOs at two sites on 13th October when 
they were monitoring the traffic and collecting data, which confirmed our concerns regarding the 
excess speed of traffic through the village.  

The first site, clearly visible for motorists, 
travelling into the village, was on Bath Road and 
was in operation from around 14.20 until 14.45 
hours when 25 vehicles were checked with none 
exceeding the 30 mph speed limit.  

The second site was on Spring Hill adjacent to the 
Village Hall and blind for motorists, travelling into 
the village until the vehicles were quite close. 
Here, of the 50 cars/lorries/buses checked, 29 
were exceeding the 30mph speed limit, adjacent 
to where primary school children cross. We were 
monitoring between 15.00 and 15.45 hours when 
primary children were very much in evidence. 
Probably the worst offender being a School Bus, 
full of pupils, doing 41mph, with the majority 
exceeding the 30mph limit, by a small margin.  

At both sites, I watched the vehicles coming from 
the village and did not see anyone “flashing” 
drivers of vehicles entering the village, but did see 
those drivers entering the village braking heavily as soon as they spotted the PCSOs and the board. 
We had favourable comments from most, but a taxi driver was quite incensed that these speeds 
were being monitored and recorded. It was interesting to note that the perceived speed of vehicles 
was very similar to the actual speeds shown on the board, with the possible exception of some noisy 
lorries, which were travelling slower that perceived. The main worry is still that many vehicles would 
not have been able to stop in time in an emergency. 

I understand that the PCSOs went on to monitor a further two locations, after I left, that day, but 
have no feed back confirmation of this. 

Village Greens:  We have been looking into the exact location and state of our Village Greens, 
which, in some instances, have been allowed to become very overgrown over the years. 

Alkerton Green is adjacent to Green Farm and the Owen Harris Memorial Ground Charity (OHMGC) 
recreation ground, has been tended but has become illegally eroded by vehicles being driven over 
and parking on it, and this damage needs to be repaired. There is also a large expanse that has 
become covered with bramble, which needs to be cleared.  

Nastend Green is both sides of Nastend Lane adjacent to Nastend Green Farm, has been well 
maintained, in part, by a parishioner who is now unable to continue. The Parish Council has 
continued maintaining that area but there is a large area to the north of the lane which is seriously 
overgrown and needs considerable work to bring it into a useable state. There is a large tree here, 
which someone has recently pollarded and there are other large trees on the green, which will 
require attention.  

Sophie’s Pitch is located in Swallowcroft to the east of 9 Bath Road and is currently in the process of 
being registered as a Village green after being used, as such by residence, for many years. This is 
now on the grass-cutting schedule.  

Westend Green extends both sides of Grove Lane adjacent to both Grove and Westend Farms, 
appears has not to have been tended since Grove Lane was re-routed when the Motorway was built, 
and has flooded in recent times. Considerable work is needed to bring it into a useable state, and 
then ongoing annual & seasonal maintenance will be required. This green could be a very attractive 
entrance to the village from the northeast, Whitminster and the A38, and might feature a natural 
pond.  

Whilst the Parish Council has a duty of care for these greens it is felt, by some, that now may not 
the time to do the necessary extra clearing work. We would welcome parishioners’ comments as to 
when and how we should proceed.  

         Cllr. Colin Frith 
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Tim Colin Maynard of Bath Road, died on 14th September. The Rector and Revd Angela 
Reeder conducted a family service at Gloucester Crematorium, followed by a Service of 
Thanksgiving in Eastington Church on September 23rd. 

Tim went to Bath Grammar School, where he was in the 1st 15 playing rugby, and became the only 
sergeant in the school cadet force. He went on to work as a sales rep for an electrical company, and 
studied electrical engineering at Bristol Polytechnic. 

He married Jan in 1960, having met at Chipping Sodbury Young Conservatives, and started out on a 
new career, taking on a general store in Saul. Throughout the rest of his life he became a successful 
businessman, running several shops and a number of other businesses, and living for around 25 
years next to Leonard Stanley Rectory, before moving to Eastington in the early nineties. Tim and 
Jan had three children, Mark Zoe and Sarah, but sadly Jan suffered from MS a protracted illness, 
and I took her funeral just before Christmas in 1999. 

However I also had the pleasure of marrying Tim and Beryl at 3 days notice in December 2002 – 
Tim being due for a major cancer operation in Bristol. Happily he survived, and he and Beryl have 
had more than five years together, their families have celebrated that time, and having met in 
Eastington Church, the two of them have continued to worship in it ever since. 

Tim has always had a fascination with cars, and has owned many models over the years. He used to 
be an enthusiastic Car Trials competitor, and won the West of England competition several times. He 
went on to be a keen golfer, and has been captain of his club. 

Tim was a great asset to any social gathering, and enjoyed dancing. He was a genuine and generous 
friend to many, with a strong will and sense of right and wrong. I will not be the only person who 
will miss inspiring conversations that you could have with him. He cared deeply about his family and 
friends, and his larger than life character will be greatly missed by us all. 

  Richard Amys  Rector (St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Eastington) 

 

 

Kenneth William Croad ‘Ken’ of Oldbury Lodge, died on 5th October. His funeral was 
conducted by the Rector in Eastington Church on October 15th, followed by burial in the 
Parish Cemetery.  

Ken was born in Weymouth, though his father’s family was from Jersey, and his mother came from 
Tewkesbury. His father was a plasterer by trade, and they moved up to Whaddon where he worked 
on the new estate being built there. In effect Ken was an only child, his brother having died in 
infancy. He described his War Years as the happiest of his life. His father was an ack-ack gunner 
during the war, and after serving an apprenticeship as a motor mechanic, Ken followed also into the 
forces to serve with the REME in Egypt and Cyprus on National Service. 

He went on to be a mechanic in Cheltenham, before joining Telehoist as a fitter for 15 years, before 
working for Servotel as a transport manager. In the early eighties he joined Rovert, a company set 
up by life-long friend Colin Bridgen, as a purchasing manager, then onto Zyex as a machinist, where 
he continues part-time for the last 5 or 6 years. 

                   
                  

     
 

In

 

his

 

younger

 

days

 

Ken

 

did

 

quite

 

a

 

bit

 

of

 

motorcycle

 

scrambling.

 

He

 

also

 

played

 

water

 

polo,

 

being

 

a

 
very

 

strong

 

swimmer.

 

He

 

actually

 

saved

 

the

 

lives

 

of

 

2

 

American

 

servicemen

 

at

 

Tewkesbury

 

Weir,

 

for

 
which

 

he

 

received

 

a

 

commendation.

 

He

 

and

 

Catherine

 

showed

 

dogs,

 

buying

 

their

 

first

 

Belgian

 
Shepherd

 

in

 

1978,

 

and

 

were

 

very

 

successful,

 

though

 

they

 

gave

 

up

 

showing

 

them

 

about

 

4

 

or

 

5

 

years

 
ago.

 

Belgian

 

Shepherds

 

were

 

quite

 

rare

 

when

 

they

 

started

 

showing

 

them,

 

and

 

Ken

 

and

 

Catherine

 
made

 

many

 

friends

 

throughout

 

the

 

country

 

through

 

their

 

dogs,

 

showing,

 

walking

 

and

 

judging

 

with

 
them,

 

both

 

at

 

home

 

and

 

abroad.

 

Taking

 

the

 

dogs

 

all

 

over

 

the

 

place

 

really

 

substituted

 

for

 

holidays,

 
though

 

David

 

remembers

 

holidays

 

at

 

the

 

seaside

 

too

 

as

 

he

 

was

 

growing

 

up.

 

Ken

 

always

 

seemed

 

to

 

be

 

active,

 

always

 

doing

 

something,

 

yet

 

for

 

quieter

 

moments

 

he

 

would

 

walk

 
up

 

to

 

the

 

Church,

 

and

 

just

 

sit

 

–

 

enjoying

 

some

 

peace

 

and

 

quiet

 

with

 

God.

 

He

 

was

 

quite

 

private

 

and

 
quiet,

 

but

 

also

 

easy-going

 

and

 

a

 

steadying

 

influence.

 

  Richard Amys  Rector (St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Eastington) 
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Doreen Linda Worgan ‘Lyn’, of Millend, died on 16th September. Her funeral was 
conducted by the Rector at Eastington Church on 26th September, followed by committal 
at Gloucester Crematorium. 

Lyn was born in South Shields, one of three children, and her father was in the merchant 
marine. They moved to London, then on to Cheltenham, and she spent the majority of her 
life there. She had three children – Chris and Gary from her marriage to Kenneth, and Lisa 
from her marriage to Raymond, but most of us will know her as being the wife of Paul, 
whom she met at a dance at the Carlton Hotel in Cheltenham in the early seventies. Having 
discovered that they were both in the vending business, they obviously were made for each 
other. They married in 1979, and moved to Millend in 1981, pretty much re-building Castle 
House. It was once a pub or cider house, and they wisely retained the cellar, which has 
become a popular bar for friends and family over the past 25 years or so! 

In Cheltenham Lyn worked for both Smith’s Electronics and Orbit Controls, re-invigorating 
the latter’s Social Club. She was a great organiser, and needed to be as she brought up her 
children largely on her own and with help from her sister Sue, who became an expert baby-
sitter. 

Lyn was a keen party-giver, along with Paul, and many friends and family have 
experienced their hospitality over the years. In 1989 she helped organise a big party to 
celebrate a number of birthdays in the Millend community, which was a great success. She 
loved theatre and concerts, and was able to attend a Neil Diamond concert as recently as 
July, as part of his ‘Amazing Grace’ tour, in between stays in hospital. She loved holidays, 
and her children came on honeymoon with her and Paul, and there have been many 
subsequent holidays and trips since, including a caravan vacation through France and 
through the Pyrenees to Spain, just avoiding a major terrorist operation involving the 
Basque terrorist group ETA. She and Paul used to holiday regularly with four of their friends 
for a week each year. 

At Gary and Geraldine’s wedding in Las Vegas she organised an Elvis impersonator to sing, 
and she followed this up with time in the Bahamas and Miami – dolphin watching and 
alligator wrestling…?! In February this year she was able to go to Mexico’s Pacific coast, 
and although taken ill on the trip, was able to see Humpback Whales there – a great thrill. 

Lyn was a very caring person, independent, strong-willed, feisty at times, and completely 
trust-worthy. Her organisational skills, sociability and warmth of personality will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her. 

 Richard Amys  Rector (St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Eastington) 
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Message from David Drew MP 

'I took the opportunity of visiting the new build of Eastington School at the start of term.  
I have to say I was pleasantly surprised at what has been achieved.  As a critic of the idea 
that the School could be rebuilt on its present site I have to say that I was wrong and the 
planners, architects and builders have done a first rate job in making Eastington fit for 
purpose.  Congratulations also to Malcolm and all the pupils, staff, governors and parents 
who have kept badgering for improvements over many years.  They deserve the excellent 
building they will now inherit.  We now just need to sort out the issue of the playing field 
for the pupils. 

On another tack I welcomed the Flooding Minister Jane Kennedy to the area recently to 
show her the problems of what I call diffused flooding. This is consequential caused by 
events elsewhere but it has an impact on areas such as Eastington.  The problem is that we 
do not want or qualify for large technological answers.  Rather we want smaller sums for 
innovative schemes and a clear line of authority and responsibility so that basic work such 
as maintenance is always carried out.  Having visited the areas that suffered in Eastington 
shortly after the July 2007 floods I have some idea of the problems faced.  

Next Parliamentary year there will be a Floods and Water Bill which I hope to be able to 
amend so that diffused flooding features as part of it along with extending the remit of 
Internal Drainage Boards and other welcome changes. 

I will be in contact with Eastington Parish Council about this – but will also welcome 
comments from affected constituents when the Bill is published.' 

David Drew 

MP for the Stroud Constituency 
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EASTINGTON 
BROWNIES 

The Brownies continue to 
be busy, this term they are 
working towards their 
Home Safety badge. The 
countdown begins to 
Christmas, so of course 
there will be lots of festive 
activities to look forward 
to. 

We meet on Monday evenings in Eastington Village Hall from 7pm to 8pm, during term time. 
Brownies are girls aged 7 to 10 years and if you would like more information, please 
contact us. There is currently a waiting list, so the earlier you get in touch the better! 
Kate Taylor  01453 821184   
Sarah Mannings  01453 826850 

 
MIDDLE HALL FARM VEG 

 

MIDDLE STREET 
EASTINGTON 

We offer local and home grown seasonal produce 
 from our farm shop. 

Better still we can deliver individual orders or 
set price boxes to your door. 

 
Call us on 

01453 821392 
Email: enquiries@middlehallfarmveg.co.uk 

 
Just imagine, fresh vegetables picked daily, grown traditionally, delivered to your door. We are a 
family farm looking to maintain old fashioned values; that means taste, quality and most of all 

seasonality. No more leeks in June! No more runner beans in January! Let us deliver your 
vegetables; you can have a set box where we surprise you with a varied selection of fresh 

produce or you can telephone an order to us for delivery each week. 
Come and visit us in our shop on the farm, choose your own fruit and vegetables and see where 

we are growing all year round. 
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Autumn Flower Show feedback 
 

The Village Hall was the venue for the 26th Autumn Eastington Fruit & Flower Show on the 
6th September.  The number of entries to the show remained a healthy number, despite 
the less than typical summer weather conditions.   

The main stars in the show were Mrs Q Jones and Mr A Carter, who between them took 
home the majority of the trophies and cups.  The children’s sections were shared between 
the Underdown girls and a new comer to the show, Master L Hayes who won a trophy for 
his small cakes. Laurie was pleased  to take this to show his new teacher and classroom 
mates the following Monday at Eastington Primary School. 

Refreshments were available, and the draw proved it’s usual success with plenty of prizes 
to be won. 

Our thanks go to all of those on the committee who helped this event to take place, and 
also to the judges for their time and expertise. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the Fruit & Flower committee, or about 
the next event they are planning, then please contact the show secretary, Mrs S 
Underdown on: 01453 823285 or email  rogerunderdown@tiscali.co.uk  

The Spring Flower Show will be held on  Saturday 21st March, so be sure to add this 
to your dairy dates for 2009!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highly qualified & experienced beauty therapist. 

• Waxing        PhD 
Safewax 

• Electrolysis 
• Tinting 
• Massage 

• Manicures 
• Pedicures   O.P.I nailcare 
• Facials   proto—col skin care 
• St. Tropez 

 
Visit me or I can visit you. 

Call Fay on: 07504 143 879 
villagebeauty@hotmail.com 

Nutritional Therapy 
 

can help ease many health problems, 
improve general health and 

support safe weight loss. 
 

Telephone me, Michelina Keay, 
B.Sc.,  NHF Dip., 

on 
 01453 825549 for more details. 
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Eastington Methodist Church 
Dear Friends, 

Those pretty, pretty Christmas cards have a thing or two to answer for. Immaculate baby 
in a lovely crib surrounded by gentle animals in a spotless barn. I don’t think so! We have 
an inbuilt tendency to tidy up the world and make things look beautiful. We want pleasant 
images in our drawing rooms. You can sell more posters of John Constable’s Haywain than 
you can of Damien Hirst’s sheep in formaldehyde. It’s natural, but (and couldn’t you just 
hear that ‘but’ coming!) our urgency to bypass the mess is at times misplaced.  

Jesus was born into the midst of the dirty political realities of Augustus Caesar, Herod and 
Quirinius. God came in Jesus to live on this earth to get his hands dirty. Luke’s point in his 
Gospel of writing that Jesus was ‘laid in a manger because there was no room for them in 
the inn’ is that he was unwelcome, sidelined, ignored, out in the muck, to use the polite 
word.  

In his life Jesus was not too proud to muck in. He sparked the anger of others by eating 
with someone who was ritually unclean, touching a leper and visiting the house of a tax-
collector. He sullied himself in the eyes of others, out of the desire of friendship and love 
and healing. 

Our prayer and worship this Advent and Christmas, as at all times, should not be an escape 
from the real world to a fantasy land, but a springboard to deeper engagement. Being 
faithful to Jesus today means being prepared to get our hands dirty in our community 
wherever that may lead us; caring at the sharp end at home, serving as a school governor, 
engaging with the town council, leading the Brownies, lobbying your MP, being a steward 
for the union, nagging shops to sell fair trade goods. All motivated by the same spirit of 
friendship and love that was in Jesus.  

Seeking holiness does not mean being obsessed with our own purity, but being immersed 
for God in the complex realities of the real world. 

So muck in, get your hands dirty, and have a Blessed Christmas. 
        Noel Sharp 
 
Christmas Events: 
 
 Monday 1st December:  11am  Coffee morning followed by lunch at noon 
     1pm   Carols with children from the school 
 
 Sunday 14th December: 11am  Christmas Family Service 
 
 Wednesday 17th December: 6:15pm  Kidzone Party & Parents evening 
 
 Sunday 21st December: 7pm   Carols By Candlelight 
 

 
 Friday 26th December:  NO YOUTH CLUB 
 
Rev Noel Sharp - Minister:  01452 616118  
Ken & Beck Burgin:    01453 827414  
Daniel Owusu - Youth Evangelist:        079 6088 1986 
  

www.EastingtonMethodists.org.uk 

 Thursday 25th December:  10:30am  Christmas Family Praise  
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Eastington Toddlers (and babies too) 

We are enjoying our Monday and Wednesday sessions and with lots of new babies and children 
there is so much socialising to be done.   Despite all the play undertaken we have created 

'personalised masterpieces' this term as we helped to raise money with an Eastington Playgroup 
fundraising project for the provision of a mini toilet in the new community centre.  Many of our 
group have a vested interest in the new community centre not least because the building will 

house Eastington Playgroup but because, lets face it there are builders and cranes on site!  This 
term we have welcomed several newcomers to the village with little tots and will be 

concentrating on, yes I know it seems a bit early, Christmas crafts!   

 

  So if you have or look after a baby or toddler pop in you might like it. 

Only 75p per child/adult, babies under six months/bumps free!     

 

Eastington Methodist Hall  Mondays and Wednesdays 
10am until 11-30am (term time only) 
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Salon Refurbishment 

If you have driven through Eastington recently you will have undoubtedly noticed that The Hair and 
Beauty House on The Cross is getting a makeover.  Stepping through the door, clients will be greeted 
not only by the new, striking décor and salon furniture, but also by a few new faces as well.   

Owner Linda Stevens and her team are working hard to revitalise the salon, transforming it into a 
modern and, above all, welcoming salon. The new team of hairdressers are talented and dedicated, so 
clients can rest assured that they’re in the very best of hands, whether they’re in for a cut, colour or 
simply a blow dry.  

Linda commented, “We will be offering all our clients a personal, friendly service in a relaxed and 
welcoming environment which starts from the very minute they step through the door.  We understand 
that having your hair cut, styled, coloured, etc is one of the most important decisions you make and we 
can offer the right advice and atmosphere for you to relax and enjoy having your hair looked after.  We 
use the best products on the market which we feel give the results we think our customers deserve – the 
best.” 

During their appointment, clients will also receive expert advice on managing and maintaining their hair 
in-between visits – ensuring that their hair looks good 365 days a year – not just when they leave the 
salon.  Barber services and late appointments are also available and, with Christmas fast approaching, 
the salon has a range of gift vouchers which always make popular presents.  

The beauty salon, run by Gwen, is based on the first floor where, despite all the upheaval downstairs, 
the therapists continue to offer a comprehensive range of treatments from relaxing facials and 
massages to manicures and waxing.  

We all need to take time out of our busy lives for a bit of pampering and at The Hair and Beauty House 
they aim to do just that! 

Tel: 01453 791 251 

  
CAR & VAN SALES & RENTAL 

TEL: 01452 740238 
 

Christmas is coming… get your bookings 
in early to avoid disappointment! 

 
Daily rental   Mini-lease   Contract hire   Hire purchase   
MPV & SUV hire   Car and van hire   4x4 & convertibles   

Tipper hire   Tail lift box vans   Minibus hire 
 

Whatever your plans over the festive period, we have 
vehicles available for daily rental at competitive rates   

For more details visit www.apvsuk.co.uk 
 

A38 Hilltop   Claypits   Eastington   Glos   GL10 3AL  
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Certificate of Honour discovered in Village Hall loft 
During the continuing refurbishment of the Village Hall and whilst clearing out the loft space in 
preparation for the installation of insulation, we discovered a ‘Certificate of Honour’ issued in 1944 by 
the then Secretary of State for War to Eastington Women’s Institute in grateful acknowledgement of their 
successful achievement in the ‘Salute the Soldier’s National Savings Campaign.  You will recall that 
Harry Elliott, in a previous edition of Eastington Community News, brought your attention to another 
certificate found in the loft space regarding the adoption by Eastington of HMS Jaguar during the Second 
World War.  Both these certificates will be displayed in our Hall. 
Sometime ago we took the brave decision to remove the sixties supermarket style suspended ceiling 
which was in a very decrepit state.  We also decided to remove the lath and plaster from the central truss 
which revealed a charming ‘King Post’ roof truss which has been unseen since 1927 when the Hall was 
constructed.  We have installed a new heating system with an economic condensing boiler and a new 
electrical system with high level high frequency lighting and with concealed wall down lighting at eaves 
level.  The Hall is now very cosy with 250mm insulation installed in the loft space and a very modern 
Kingspan ‘K18’ insulation fitted to the sloping ceilings.  We believe the overall result is stunning.  Our 
next project is the renewal of the kitchen. 
We have letting vacancies on Mondays (morning and afternoon), alternate Tuesday afternoons, 
Wednesdays (morning and afternoon), Thursdays (morning and afternoon) and Fridays (morning and 
afternoon), plus Saturdays and Sundays.  To book any of these slots please contact Queenie Jones on 
(01453) 824340.  The current cost of hiring the Hall is £6 per hour. 
Finally, we would invite any public spirited people to join our Committee of Trustees – preferable age 
under 70!  If you are interested please contact David Storey on (01453) 827789. 
D T Storey  (Chair Village Hall Management Charity) 
 

Come to a fabulously fruity Charity 

*Ladies Night* 
Saturday 28th February 2009 

Doors open 7.45 pm for 8.30pm start Whitminster Village Hall 
* Licensed Bar * Naughty Nibbles * Risqué Raffle * 

We are proud & delighted to present (back by popular demand) the most hilarious compere 
the world has seen….the unusually gifted ‘Miss Andre’ accompanied by (the exceptionally 

talented)  fabulous ‘Wild Child’ plus 

‘Stallion’ the gorgeous leading act who is currently  
the UK’s NO.1 Male Strip Act…WOW… and its coming to a village near YOU!!! 

Get on down to the biggest Event of the year 
 You’ll have the laugh of your life! 

Tickets & info contact: V Cousins 01453 828557 
It is advised to book early to avoid disappointment 

Ticket price £10.00 
(TICKET ONLY EVENT)       *BOOK EARLY*THIS HAS BEEN A SELL OUT SHOW EVERY YEAR!* 



 
Owen Harris Memorial Ground Charity 

Eastington Community Centre News.  

Work on the new community centre is going well.  Anyone travelling north on the M5 can clearly see 
it, particularly as the roof timbers are now on.  

There was a long period during the summer when it seemed that work had come to a standstill.  
Unfortunately, design issues with the roof and the incredibly wet summer delayed the project. The 
rain was very frustrating during the holiday season, as the builders could not complete the walls 
within schedule.  Equally, we needed to get the structural integrity of the roof exactly right in order to 
satisfy our structural engineer. The issues that arose were somewhat frustrating but the structural 
engineer has now ensured that we have a design that can withstand that 'once in a century' freak 
gust of wind! 

However, work is currently progressing well but the project is now due for completion in May 2009, 
instead of late March.  

Despite the construction delays, we have been very busy during the summer and successfully 
obtained a grant of £55,000 for the installation of Solar-PV and Solar-Thermal panels.  This is 
courtesy of The Big Lottery and The Low Carbon Buildings Programme and marks a major 
achievement, given that competition for renewable technologies is very high indeed.  The great thing 
about the installation of these technologies is that it underlines the original intention of the committee 
to produce a sustainable building that has minimum impact on the environment.  These ‘green 
technologies’ will allow us to minimise running costs and help to keep hire charges low for everyone 
in the community. 

Furthermore, the whole system will have readouts and data-loggers fitted, which will make 
information about the energy generated by the solar panels available to all and will be visible within 
the entrance-hall.  This provides a perfect environment for local schoolchildren to visit to learn about 
environmentally friendly technologies and monitor the heat/power generated. The youngsters of the 
area will get a head-start in learning about how buildings and new technologies can be kind to the 
environment; this will give them a good foundation in what will become more a way of life as the 
years progress. 

A Word of Warning 
We recently experienced a blatant attack of vandalism on the safety fencing within the car park of 
the grounds. The culprits were identified via the CCTV cameras on the site and we have spoken 
with those involved. The police are being informed of all acts of vandalism, and provided with CCTV 
footage, so they will take appropriate action as they see fit.  Please inform your children that the 
building site is a hazardous place and should not be entered under any circumstances.  
Presence on the site, and any damage caused, is likely to result in injury to themselves or others 
and is therefore incredibly dangerous. 

Other News 
Ladies - a date for your diary: 28th February 2009, 7.30pm at Whitminster Village Hall will be the 
third ‘Ladies’ Night’, this time featuring the UK’s number one artists!  The event will be a sell-out so 
get your tickets soon (£10 per ticket) – please contact Vanessa for details. 

We are still collecting ink cartridges and your donations so far have raised over £400! Thank you 
and please keep them coming (collection box in the Post Office). 
Contact Details for the Owen Harris Committee: 
Mark Cousins (Chair) 828557 Don't forget you can get an 
Gill Glover (Funding Manager) 828782 update of how the build 
Jayne Elder (Secretary) 828027 progresses from the website: 
Vanessa Cousins (Bookings Clerk) 828557 www.ohmg.org.uk 

 

 
www.ohmg.org.uk 



     St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Eastington 
One of the ‘Cotswold Edge’ Parishes (Eastington, Frocester, Haresfield, Moreton Valence, Standish and Whitminster) 

Our mission is: to show God’s love for His people, and nurture His people’s love for God 
 

The theme running through our harvest services was that of ‘being thankful’. A similar theme is also 
appropriate in November as we turn our thoughts to various occasions for remembrance. 
 
We should be thankful that Guy Fawkes was foiled in the attempts he and his fellow conspirators made to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament. No matter what you may think of politicians today, we should be 
grateful that we live in a country where there is democracy, and there is a generally accepted rule of law. It 
would be terrible if any group was successful in forcing our elected representatives to follow their preferred 
course by intimidating them through violent means of persuasion. 
 

We can be thankful that men and women were prepared to stand up to oppressive national regimes in 2 World Wars, and many other 
less publicised wars and conflicts over the years, and still do in many parts of the world today, most notably in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Standing up to those who would disrupt the lives of everyday folk through violence and murder is never going to be easy, but to put 
yourself in harm’s way for the good of others is the right thing to do, and the ability and will our nation has to do this says much all of us. 
Peacemakers and peacekeepers, whether military or civilian, show levels of dedication and courage for which we should all give 
thanks. 
 
In November we also remember friends and relatives who have died, and we do this at a special service at Eastington on the third 
Sunday of November at 6pm every year. We bring to mind the personalities and characters of those we have loved, and whose 
memories we cherish, giving thanks for the privilage of having known them, and for the part they have played in shping the people we 
are today. 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to feel elated on these occasions, while still, at the same time, giving thanks, but it is important. It is also a 
theme that runs through the bible – remembering and giving thanks. So often the Israelites were told to remember what God had done 
for them – how he had fed them, led them, saved them from their enemies and so on. 
 
For Christians this remembering and thanking happens every time we share in a service of Holy Communion together. We remember 
the life of Jesus, the death of Jesus,and the resurrection of Jesus – and we give thanks. Whaterver service you may come to in 
November, or if you come to none at all – I hope we can all remember and give thanks. 
 
In December we turn our attention to preparation for the great Christian celebration of Christmas, and in all our churches special 
services are held to mark this – Eastington being no exeption. The carol we sing and the lesons we read remind us of the Christmasses 
we have experienced in years past, and of the great gift of the Christ Child, born in poverty, laid in a manger, yet destined to become 
the Saviour of us all. 
 
We have 4 particularly special service at St Michael and All Angels to celebrate this. The first is our Carol Service, held at 3pm on the 
Sunday before Christmas, and led by the singing of our two choirs. In recent years more and more people seem to be attending carol 
services, and ours is well atteneded too. I hope you can come. 
 
The second is our Christingle Service at 6pm on Christmas Eve, and Gary and Jacquie Dingle are once again doing all the hard work 
in encouraging the young people of our parish to support the Children’s Society by using the little candle colloecting pots during 
December, returning them during the service. If you would like to be included in this, please phone them on 01453 825542, and they will 
get one to you. The church is always full of excited youngsters and their families, ceating a air of excitement and anticipation! 
 
The third is our Midnight Mass, which starts at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve – the first Communion of Christmas. It always seems to 
have the greatest sense of reverence and awe of all the Christmas services, I I find it very moving being in Church as Christmas really 
starts. 
 
Our final service is at 10.30am on Christmas Day – with many people taking time out after presents have been opened, and before 
going home again for a Christmas Dinner! It’s great to have the real reason for Christmas right at the heart of our Christmas 
celebrations on the day we celebrate Chrit’s birth. 
 
Whichever way you celebrate Christmas, and whether you come to one of our services, all of them, or none at all – I wish you a very 
Happy Christmas. 
 
Revd Richard Amys, The Rectory, Millend Lane, Eastington, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 3SG. Tel: 01453-822437, e-mail: 
richardjramys@aol.com 




