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Eastington Community News 

February / March 2014               NO. 143 

Welcome to our first edition in 2014 and I hope you will find the range of topics from our contributors 
interesting and relevant to you.  Many of you have said how much you enjoyed regular articles from 
‘Birder in the Parish’, so I am sorry to say that he has moved away.  However, we are hopeful to bring 
you a ‘Beekeeper’s Diary’ in future issues. If you would like to write something relevant to life in our 
Parish, you would be most welcome. (Please use the contact details below.) 

Most people find positive acts go a long way to brighten up our lives and make us feel good about this 
place where we live.  You have probably noticed corners of the Parish where someone has made an 
extra effort to care for a verge or roadside; where someone has taken pride in their work.  The other 
side of the coin is unfortunately also evident; unwanted rubbish scattered about a verge or roadside by 
a minority.  The cost to ratepayers for clearing up fly-tipping from our roadsides and open spaces is 
explained inside, along with how to get something done about it. 

The benefits of feeling ‘positive’ can of course be explored further. In the Methodist’s article we are 
asked about our expectations for 2014: “Are they positive with you looking forward to new challenges; 
with confidence and with rewarding achievements in prospect?” From the Rector we hear about: the 
secret of happiness; changing world around you; dealing with anger; and a chance to discuss these and 
similar issues with other people. 

‘Dealing with Anger’ could be an appropriate topic following the Swallowcroft Planning Appeal debacle.  
Despite the blatantly obvious intrusion into the countryside, the Inspector asserted that “the proposed 
development would not harm the countryside or the landscape setting of Eastington.”  He dismissed the 
facts that the proposed development is of greater density and similar height to Bradestones Way; that 
the proposed development is built on a hill; twice the height of adjacent bungalows and more than 
double their build density.   

So much for democracy: the Inspector believed it significant that Stroud Planning officers had not 
recommended the argument of ‘harmful encroachment into the countryside’ and pointed out that this 
reason was added by the [elected] members – with whom he disagreed.  Two days after writing to us 
advising the date of the Appeal Hearing, the same planning officer wrote to the Developer and Inspector 
withdrawing his main argument and expressing openness to cancelling the ‘Hearing’ in favour or a ‘site 
visit’.  The other participants of the ‘Hearing’ were only notified of the cancellation less than 24 hours 
before it was due to be held, and their chance to speak was denied.  Seemingly close communication by 
planning officers and developer appeared not to be extended to the Parish. Being in a position to turn 
‘grass into gold’ must be a heavy responsibility for officers. The importance of appropriate management 
and training by the Council is apparent.  One might question what to do with employed planning officers 
who stubbornly refuse to support valid Council decisions and who deny the blindingly obvious.   

Returning to something positive, and to be better prepared for the next big planning occasion, the 
process of Eastington’s Neighbourhood Plan is underway.  The first informative and interactive event on 
is on Saturday 22nd February at the Owen Harris Memorial Ground: see inside for details. 

There is more news on planning matters inside: a letter from our District Councillor, Ken Stephens; 
preparation for the Local Plan ‘Examination in Public’ from Daniel James (DSS); summary of the 
Swallowcroft visit by the ‘Inspector’ from Tom Low (KER). 

From our regular contributors there is an application form for Eastington Spring Flower Show Silver 
Jubilee 29th March 2:00 p.m. in the Village Hall; we hear from TEAS about the benefits of home-grown 
vegetables and learn that Allotments are available; Eastington Community Orchard has had a bumper 
year as juices flow freely; see work has started on the Community Park project; and much more….  

Andrew Niblett (Editor) 824841 (niblett.parish@talktalk.net) 

Val Taylor (Articles Editor) (valtaylor@cressgreen.myzen.co.uk) 

Tom Low (Distributor & Adverts) 823425 (tom@hazelcottage.eu) 

Next Deadline: All articles by Friday 28th March 2014 please! 

Next Delivery: Saturday 5th April 2014 please! 

View the “Community News” at: www.ecn.me.uk 
No article of part thereof may be reproduced or published without prior permission of the Editor and author. 

The views expressed in ECN are not necessarily those of the editors.  
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PARISH MATTERS 
As I prepared to write this we received the disappointing news we have lost the appeal to stop houses being 
built off Swallowcroft, a lot of Councillors and Parishioners have worked very hard to fight this appeal and I 
thank them all very much and am very sorry we didn't succeed. 
The Council has had a very busy start 2014 we are preparing our Neighbourhood plan, you can read a fuller 
explanation to this in other articles. 
We will be holding a public consultation so all Parishioners can help to shape the plan this is also advertised 
in this edition, please come along and have your say, you can also meet your Councillors who will be there 
to help you. 
This could be a chance for us to work together for the benefit of our Parish / Village if you have any ideas on 
what you would like to see in the Village please come and let us know. 
It is very encouraging to see more Parishioners attending and taking part in our monthly meetings they are 
public meetings and open to all. We meet at the Methodist Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm. 
We now have a full compliment of Councillors as we co-opted Alision Loveridge at the January meeting.  
Please don't hesitate to get in touch if I can help. 
Muriel Bullock Chair  
Murielhbullock@gmail.com Tel: 01453 826172 
[Parish Clerk Andrea Durn Tel: Tel: 01453 799616] 
 

ROADWORKS A38 from the Hardwicke roundabout to Claypits 
Gloucestershire Highways will be undertaking a significant improvement scheme on the A38 from the Hardwicke 
roundabout to Claypits, which will see over £1.0M invested on this strategic section of the County's network.  The 
work will be carried out between Spring and Summer this year. 

The work will involve resurfacing of the road and then the installation of safety improvements through signing and 
lining work and a reduction of the speed limit from 60mph to 50mph. 

In order to ensure parish councils and residents are fully aware of our proposals, and to give everyone a chance to 
query and comment on the scheme, we will be holding an exhibition at: 
Whitminster Village Hall on Tuesday 25th February from 2.00pm - 7.00pm. 
We see the event as an informal drop in session where people can turn up at any time between 2pm - 7pm to ask 
questions about the works.  Highways officers will be in attendance to speak to residents and we will have plans and 
information on display to illustrate the details of the scheme. 

If you have any queries about the exhibition and scheme, please do not hesitate to contact Daniel J Tiffney  
[Local Highway Manager - Stroud North] Tel: 08000 514514 

 
Fly Tipping – Pride in where we live 

Recently it has come to the attention of the District Council that some green waste is being fly tipped in various 
locations throughout the village (on path or roadside verges or hedges.)  It is an offence for any fly tipping to occur, 
irrespective of whether it is considered green or not.   

Stroud District Council have approximately 65 reports of fly tipped waste per month, the clearance of such waste is 
costly. Stroud District Council only collect fly tipped waste on public land, and the Council investigate as many 
incidents as possible with a view to prosecute. 

Stroud District Council will collect green waste from residents properties on refuse collection day if the waste is in a 
green sack. Outlets which sell the green sacks can be found on the SDC website www.stroud.gov.uk.  

If you wish to report any fly tipping please contact Stroud District Council on 01453 766321 or email 
public.spaces@stroud.gov.uk 

Jenni Bingham [Public Space Assistant], Stroud District Council Tel: 01453 754403 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS NEWSLETTER 
SWALLOWCROFT APPEAL 

I write this the morning after finding out that this appeal has been granted. I had written my report yesterday but now 
have to re-write it. It is not only the decision I find hard to accept, it is the comments and phrases used to justify it that 
make me more than a little aggrieved. The original refusal by Stroud District Council’s Development Control 
Committee was taken after a site visit, listening to all comments by interested parties and reading the officer report. 
The refusal was unanimous and definite. There was no ‘on balance’ at all about the feelings of the committee. The 
Inspector has taken a completely contrary view to that of all the members of the committee. His decision and 
justification is full of references to the National Planning Policy Framework, (NPPF). I have made less than 
complimentary comments on this document and the way it affects the lives of residents and decisions relating to 
localities in the District in the past. At a Full Council meeting on the 28th November last year the following motion was 
proposed by a member of my group:  

We the undersigned believe that the NPPF is inherently unsound leading to irreversible loss of open 
countryside and irreparable damage to valuable landscape and heritage assets which are valued by local communities. 
Prioritisation of economic factors and presumption of development, together with risible sustainability criteria, is 
leading to decisions from the Planning Inspectorate that damage local communities and create expensive problems. 

We believe that the NPPF flouts local opinion and damages democracy. The NPPF is unjustly prejudiced in 
the interest of the construction industry and developers to the detriment of the local electorate, community, 
countryside, farming and tourism. 

We therefore call upon the Government to amend the NPPF by removing the over-riding presumption in favour 
of alleged sustainable development, by giving Local Plans over-riding priority. 

This was passed not quite unanimously but by a very overwhelming majority, being supported by all political groups. 
The motion besides writing to the secretary of state also resolved to write to all Parish and Town councils and MP’s for 
the district to seek their support for the petition. One Parish I understand responded most positively within 15 minutes 
of the letter being sent. 

I think the motion covers all I want to say about the NPPF and its part in this appeal being allowed.  I could rant on for 
a long time on the subject but it would be hard to put down my feelings and still have a report not littered with 
somewhat basic language. I am sure that this matter will be the subject of much discussion, debate and actions. I have 
already been asking questions and making comments. One question that has come into many peoples mind is the speed 
of the decision following the site visit. I do not think that it usually as fast as that. Yesterday was not a good day for 
local democracy in my opinion. 

LOCAL PLAN 

Our Draft Plan was submitted before Christmas. An Inspector had been allocated and he has issued a program for Stage 
1 of the process. The inquiry will start on Tuesday April 1st and run for three days. (He will then go away and decide 
his next steps.) The Inspector has decided who he will call to ask questions of. As I understand it this is how the 
process will run. The Inspector will identify what areas he will concentrate on with each invitee and that is the only 
topic that will be discussed. This is a new process and not many people have experience of it. I will be trying to attend 
another inquiry before ours to see just how it works. I think the main topics for us will be: Housing numbers, 5 year 
land supply and deliverability of it, and the duty to co-operate with adjoining Authorities. The deliverability issue is 
interesting because I believe Stroud has sites allocated to meet the land supply issue but some developers have not yet 
come forward with such things as, design and access statements and environmental impact assessments. It is possible 
that other developers will use this as a reason for claiming that SDC’s land supply is not deliverable. There has been a 
raft of legislation introduced lately that will impact on the arguments around the issues I have mentioned. A lot of 
people are wondering who comes off best from it, local communities planning for their future or large developers. I 
continue to work to try and ensure that interested resident groups from Eastington are as involved in the process as 
possible and that the Councils case is as robust and researched as possible. 

I was going to mention Neighbourhood Plans and the Boundary review for the District that has just started but space 
and the deadline for the Community News has caught up with me. Also I need to go into the garden and kick 
something to release some of the anger and frustration I have at the moment. 

Ken Stephens January 2014  
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A friend, visiting from Spain, was clearly stunned by the price of our supermarket vegetables. ‘A pound 
for a pack of four organic carrots!  That’s twenty-five pence a carrot!’ he gasped, truly appalled. ‘And 
the price of runner beans!’ … and so he went on. 

I laughed at my friend’s outrage, but that is expensive.  Luckily, as an allotment holder, I’m unfamiliar 
with supermarket prices and their vegetable quality.  This mild winter means I’m still picking beetroots 
to add to my parsnips, butternut squashes, garlic and sweet, red onions for supper-time roasted 
vegetables. My freezer is crammed with broccoli, cauliflower, runner beans and red chilli. Even now I 
have purple sprouting and sprouts waiting to be harvested - and I haven’t bought potatoes since early 
May.  I enjoyed an abundance of salad leaves, tomatoes, beetroot and spring onions throughout the 
summer - along with the most wonderful French beans, carrots and cabbages. At the height of the 
season I kept family and friends supplied with ‘free’, fresh produce. Eventually, I had weekly requests 
for ‘anything going spare’ because, as any allotment holder will tell you, our vegetables are guaranteed 
to be the most delicious you’ve ever tasted!  

Like a discerning celebrity chef, you can grow and eat your own vegetables!  By the autumn you could 
be largely self-sufficient in your fabulous veggies. It takes a bit of time in the fresh air (lovely in the 
sunshine), and it requires some physical effort (good all-round exercise). We growers know, however, 
that the satisfaction and magical outcomes make it worthwhile.  

Now is a perfect time to be planning your 2014 crops.  If you are tempted to start growing, there are a 
small number of previously established allotments available for this spring.  Guidance can be given, as 
fellow allotmenteers are always keen to offer advice, and it’s easy to recognise the experienced 
allotment holders – they are usually the relaxed, tanned, fit, well-fed ones! 

For further details ring either Reg Parry on 01453 824008 – or Jennie Corrie on 01453 827718. 

STOP PRESS – sorry it’s a bit of a squeeze – Ed - County Council News 
It is not too late to wish everyone a happy New Year – so I do hope you all have a very Happy New 
Year. 
Flooding Issues: After much media coverage it may surprise you to learn that in Gloucestershire less 
that 20 houses have been flooded in recent weeks – which I am sure you will agree is very good news. 
Also good news is that the Environment Agency has confirmed that it will be providing £150K of funding 
to Stroud District Council for a Flood Alleviation Officer. 
Javelin Park: The enquiry is reaching its final stages and once finished the Inspector will consider and 
then send his findings for determination by the Secretary of State – Eric Pickles.  It will be some time 
before a final decision is know – probably not until either the end of this year of beginning of next. 
Highways Contract: This has been awarded to Amey who will take over from Atkins at the beginning of 
April. They will provide most highways services including repairs as well as now overseeing the public 
right of way and footpath maintenance in the county. This new contract is for an initial five years but 
could be extended up to 11 years in total. 
Badgers: The recent cull resulted in much debate and at the most recent full Council meeting it was 
decided that there would be a task group set up to look at the impact of the cull. Not just the 
immediate cost but the effect on residents in the areas where the cull was taking place, policing, petty 
crime and any other issues that are brought to the attention of the group. This will form the basis of a 
report which will be sent to the Farming Minister to act as information which we hope will be taken into 
consideration when future culls are being planned. 
Unitary Working: The task group responsible for looking at the possibility of Unitary Government in 
Gloucestershire recently met leaders of the 6 local districts who in the main were opposed to moving 
towards a formal unitary structure. However it is recognised that more shared working is needed and 
finding ways to  progress this will continue to be explored. 
The Budget: The budget will be considered by full Council at the end of February and we will see a 
further £7.6  million taken from the County Council’s budget – so in 4 years a total of £114 million will 
be been removed and 2,500 fewer people working for GCC.  
I regularly look around the village and have noticed the weather is attacking the roads again with more 
pot holes appearing. I have regular contact with an officer from Highways so will be requesting that 
these are made good as soon as possible. 
Contact me? Should you have any questions or would like to discuss any issues to do with the County 
Council, p[lease do not hesitated to contact be either by email: Lesley.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
or by phone: 014563 822684 
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E C O Group Winter Meeting 
 

Wednesday 5th February, 7.30 in Millend 
 
We shall enjoy our traditional winter meeting whereby cider and perry from 2013 is sampled and 
the projects for the year sketched out. 
 
Regular members have been e-mailed so if anyone new wants to come and join us (and what a 
way to start!) just ring me, Tom, on 823425 for directions. 
 
 
 

          
 
 

BOTTLES – please return your empty bottles to Hazel Cottage – BOTTLES 
 
 

Hymn & Prayer 
This is an opportunity to get together, and sing your favourite hymns, share a brief thought 
from the Bible and to pray. You don't have to have an angelic voices, just be able to “make a 
joyful noise to the Lord”. 

It takes place at Broadfield Sheltered Housing lounge, on 4th Wednesday of each month, at 
2pm, and is followed by refreshments and an opportunity to chat. 

All are very welcome. Do feel free to bring friends. 

If you arrive a little early the doors may still be locked, but please give us a little time to 
arrive.   If you would like to come, but transport is a problem, please contact:  

 
Beck Burgin on 07511 197 265. 

Future Dates:   

26th Feb   

26th March    

23rd April  

28th May  

Apple Juice Sales – a bumper year 
 
With a decent crop and a workforce who are now very 
experienced, we had a bumper production.  
 
Only 36 large bottles (out of 400) are left from sales at 
various markets. These will be given out as a (small) 
extra dividend to those who worked so hard in the 
orchards and on the market stalls. 
 
Sales have exceeded £1,300 gross which will buy a lot 
of trees – certainly enough to complete Churchend 
Orchard. 
 
Our new small bottles are selling very well in The Old 
Badger and the Xmas packs topped the 100 mark. 
 
What shall we do for next year?? 
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Local Plan - Examination In Public (EIP) 

In November last year I reported that we anticipated that the EIP would be held in April of this year and 
indeed that has now been confirmed. The Examination is being split into two halves with the major issues 
being examined on the first three days of April - 

• Duty to Co-operate with neighbouring Districts 
• Legal Compliance of the plan 
• Strategy and Housing need 
• Employment issues 

The other plan issues will be examined at a later date. We should know the Inspectors conclusions by April 
18th. 
Working Together 
KER, DSS and the Parish council will all be represented at the Examination. We will be working hard and 
closely together to ensure a coordinated approach so that all the key messages and evidence are presented 
to the Inspector to the best effect. We have now the opportunity to make a further submission on each of the 
key topic areas and in response to specific questions already made available by the Inspector. All 
participants, and general public have access to the submissions made by all the interested parties so we 
can expect developers as well as ourselves to be crawling over what each other have said and considering 
how arguments might be strengthened and built upon. At this stage there is no new evidence allowed. 
The Threats 
Developers have challenged SDC that the housing numbers required at 9,500 are far too low and they 
should be around 11,500. They have made many statements in support of this assertion and quoted various 
ministers in support of their case. The final Inspector decision rests on an objective and evidenced based 
assessment of the numbers submitted. 
Gloucester City Council and some developers have argued that the JCS (Gloucester, Tewkesbury Districts 
and Cheltenham borough) area cannot accommodate all the houses they (JCS) have decided should be 
built and therefore SDC should take up to an additional 3,000, this in addition to the 11,500, proposed by 
Developers, already argued for. They argue SDC is failing in its legal requirement of “Duty to Co-operate”.  
It is these two areas that some suggest the council is most vulnerable. It is our view and that of the PCʼs 
planning consultant, Ian Stuart, that the Local Plan is eminently winnable at this EIP with the right attitude 
and effort. 
Why do we need all the houses  
The ONS have provided a national population forecast up until 2037 (25 years) suggesting the population 
will grow by 9.6 million over this period. In summary this population growth is made up of 6 million net 
growth in direct and indirect (children) immigration and 3.6 million from the existing population growth. To 
meet the very high level of population growth (amongst the highest in the OECD countries) the Department 
of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) have determined that the country needs 4 million new 
houses - 2.2 million for the effects of net migration and 1.8 for current/existing population growth. To give an 
idea of the challenge ahead we need to build houses equivalent to the whole of Birmingham every 2.5 years 
for the next 25 years - 9 Birminghams or 1 London. In the period the over 75ʼs grow by 4.5 million perhaps 
the largest challenge of all. 
What can you do? 
Your volunteer councillors and community groups will be working hard for the upcoming EIP and equally 
important Neighbourhood Plan. Please do give them all as much support as you can - the EIP and 
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) are the highest priority, we just have one chance of getting these right for quite 
some time so all help will be greatly appreciated. 
Daniel James (DSS) 
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Inspector comes to Swallowcroft and denies democracy 
 
On a cold, wet and very blustery day, the Planning Inspector came to judge the Appeal by a 
developer wanting to build 30 houses on less than 2 acres of Swallowcroft. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           
  

 
 

 
Despite promises by the Inspectors 
office, no democracy was available to the 
35  people who turned out to Keep 
Eastington Rural. 
 
The inspector refused to listen to 
anything we had to say. 
 
It became “a seeing, not a hearing” 
 
The Parish Council is looking to recover 
costs from the civil servants who 
cancelled the hearing at 24 hours notice. 

Since it was a “seeing”, we made sure the 
inspector could see what a 32 foot high building 
looked like. (that’s the inspector with a map). 
 
Billy the sheepdog thought it was a great idea to 
have an extra post in the field but the inspector 
was not amused. 
 
Most people stuck around to maintain their 
presence for the two hours the inspector took to 
wander round all the angles. It seemed he 
wanted us to hope he was taking it seriously. 
 
Less than 10 days later (inspectors usually take 5 
weeks to contemplate) he declared in favour of 
the developer. 
 
“well designed buildings” which are “suitable 
for a suburban environment” where they “will 
not intrude into the countryside”  
 

 

Our village is condemned once again to an 
urban development, let down by our District 
Planners and left wondering what the 
government ever meant by “Localism” 
 
K E R will be supporting both the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the emerging 
Community Land Trust as means for 
parishioners to have more say in future. (Thanks to Rik Loveridge for the photos) 
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 Eastington Methodist Church  

 
 
 
How do you feel about 2014? 
 
What are your expectations for 2014? Are they positive with you looking forward to new challenges with 
confidence and with rewarding achievements in prospect? Are there clouds on the horizon with ill health, 
relationship or job problems affecting you or threatening to? Perhaps you feel that you have little to look 
forward to with a feeling that your best days are behind you and if you are lucky, things won't get much 
worse - yet. For many, I guess it may be a mix of some or all of the above. 
 
In all circumstances, Jesus Christ can be there for you - that may sound trite but it's true. There are wonderful 
stories of people who have put their trust and confidence in God and have led, or are living, triumphant lives 
with disabilities and problems that could logically have resulted in despair and hopelessness. 
 
The job of the church is to bring hope and salvation to people. So whether you are an optimist, a pessimist, a 
realist or just fed up why not talk to us or just come along on a Sunday at 11am. 

******* 
 
Rev Graham Miles, our new minister, has a number of 
talents and resources that we didn't know about when 
we first met him. 
 
It turns out that he has a set of puppets and some of 
the young people had the opportunity to learn how to 
use them at the last sleepover and then put on a show 
at the well attended Messy Christmas event. 
 
Some of the older children at Whitminster also acted 
out part of the Old Testament Bible story of Jacob in 
front of their school. 
 

 
Liz Burgin has been appointed as the new Youth and Families Worker to help the church support 
the work with children, young people and families. In addition to supporting the existing activities, 
she will be coming up with new initiatives in this area. Already in the pipeline are a series of Messy 
events with the next one during Half Term on Wednesday 19th February at 10am and a series of 
themed youth sleepovers taking place every six weeks or so. Please feel free to contact her on 
827414. 
 
An Appeal: If anyone has replaced an older but large flat screen TV with a new whizz-bang latest 
SMART HD type and is wondering what to do with the old one, we might well be able to use it to 
support our youth work. 
 
Ken Burgin – Senior Steward 
Ken & Beck Burgin    01453 827414                         www.EastingtonMethodists.org.uk 
 



Eastington - Winner of Gloucestershire Vibrant Village of the Year 2010 11 

 
E-REG  (Eastington Renewable Energy Group) 
E-REG was set up “To investigate and develop renewable energy projects in the Parish for the 
economic benefit to the entire Parish without having significant ecological effect or irreversible 
impact on the most valued public amenities. [e.g. assets, environment.]” 

Back in 2007 Eastington Parish Council (EPC) was approached by Max Comfort and Brian 
Oosthuysen to consider benefits of a Community Wind Turbine scheme. EPC learned that such 
a scheme could generate an annual income to make very significant contributions to 
Community projects. 

In our Parish Plan of 2010, a question was asked to gauge public support for a community 
benefit scheme; this resulted in 4:1 respondents  being in favour. 

During the summer of last year, EPC agreed to support a proposal to constitute a ’Community 
Wind Turbine and Alternative Renewable Energy Sources Trust’ to assess the feasibility of 
potential projects.  E-REG was formed in Autumn 2013 and began research and preparation 
for feasibility assessment of any Renewable Energy project which has potential to benefit the 
entire Parish. 

The Government has allocated £15M for Rural Community Energy Projects to help 
communities to set up their own schemes.  The Rural Community Energy Fund (RCEF) is being 
delivered by Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and DECC 
(Department of Energy and Climate Change).  They are committed to supporting rural 
communities such as ours in benefiting economically and socially from renewable energy 

The first stage for any project is a Feasibility Study and up to £20K is available for 
consultation and reporting.  Providing that a sound business plan is established, then a further 
£130K of government unsecured loan would be available to start up a project.  GRCC has 
already funded a pre-feasibility report for E-REG. (It is now unlikely that £2K already 
budgeted by EPC for a feasibility study will be needed.) But delaying funding applications for 
potential projects will inevitably reduce potential income as Feed-in-Tariffs are reduced.  

There are now several examples of Community Schemes across the UK; in Udny 
(Aberdeenshire,) £100k p.a. is delivered into their local community from an 80m Wind Turbine 
which cost £1.45 million to build.  Nearer to home St. Briavels is getting £20k per year into 
their community fund from their Joint Venture scheme.  Projects at Wickwar and Kingswood 
are underway, with 20 more in the pipeline. 

In the past, many community organisations or projects have opted for Registered Charity 
status, but these are not necessary the most appropriate forms of constitution these days. 
Community Interest Companies (CIC) could be more appropriate form of constitution to 
enable profits to ploughed into the local community and investments, and E-REG will be 
investigating this option. 

Hydro, solar and wind are the schemes currently under investigation.  Consultation with 
Parishioners and relevant organisations will be a vital part of the process when viable schemes 
are defined.  Public meetings will be organised to get your views and to check that any 
scheme meets the objective of the top paragraph. 

If you are interested in renewable energy or have experience in this field, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Andrew Niblett (Chairman of E-REG) 01453 824841 
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The 25th Eastington Spring Flower Show 
        Sponsored By: Eastington, Dursley & Leonard Stanley Slimming World Groups 

Tel: 0844 897 8000 for group venue and times. 
 

       Saturday March 29th 2014 at 2pm -3.30pm in the Village Hall 
        Admission 20p 

 
        RULES 

(1)  The hall will be open to exhibitors from 9am on the morning of the show.  All exhibits must be staged by 
11am at which time all exhibitors must leave the hall.  Presentation of trophies at 3.30pm - no exhibit to be 
removed before 3 pm. 
(2)  Exhibitors cards corresponding to the entries will be handed to exhibitors by the show secretary and 
exhibitors will be responsible for the proper placing of their cards with their exhibits.  An exhibitor may only 
enter one exhibit per class.  Each exhibitor using separate entry forms. 
(3)  Exhibitors must provide their own bowls, vases etc for display of their exhibit.  All exhibits entered must be 
staged. 
(4)  The judges may modify or withhold any award if the exhibits do not merit the prizes offered. 
(5)  Any unfair means to obtain a prize will forfeit all claims to prizes. 
(6)  The judge’s decision is final. 
(7)  The committee cannot accept any responsibility for loss or damage to any exhibit or accessories to an 
exhibit.  It reserves the right to move any exhibit to assist display. 
 
OPEN TO RESIDENTS AND MEMBERS OF ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH OF EASTINGTON.  
CLASSES FOR EVERYONE -  PLEASE PARTICIPATE AND MAKE THE EVENT A SUCCESS. 
 

ENTRY FORM FOR EXHIBITOR 
Entry forms to be sent, together with entry fees, 15p each class (except 34-36, which are free)  to the 
show secretary, or handed to any committee member. 
 
Additional entry forms available from the show secretary. 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTERIES March 29th 2014 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CLASS NUMBER                           CLASS NUMBER                                 CLASS NUMBER 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that all the articles referred to have been produced by me in my own garden or allotment, 
or made by me. 
  
Exhibitors Name:-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Total remittance:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  



Eastington - Winner of Gloucestershire Vibrant Village of the Year 2010 13 

 

 

THE COMMITTEE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
Hints to exhibitors: 

Read the schedule carefully and be sure that you enter the correct number of specimens in each class. 
 

SECTION (1) POT OR BOWL FLOWERING 
BULBS 
(1)   Massed daffodils. Any number of bulbs. 
(2)   Trumpet daffodils.  5 bulbs. 
(3)   Narcissi, short or medium cup.  5 bulbs. 
(4)   Hyacinth, 3 bulbs. 
(5)   Hyacinth, 1 bulb. 
(6)   Tulip, 5 bulbs. 
(7)   Any other flowering bulbs (Any number). 
(8)   Amaryllis. 
SECTION (1A) VEGTABLES 
(9)   Rhubarb – 3 with leaves 
(10) Broad Beans – 6 
(11) 2 Spring Cabbage 
 

SECTION (2) CUT BLOOMS (OWN FOLIAGE) 
(12)  5 large trumpet daffodils (one variety). 
(13)  5 double daffodils (one variety). 
(14)  5 narcissi (short cup).  One bloom per stem, 1              
variety. 
(15)  Vase mixed daffodils and narcissi. 
(16)  5 tulips (any variety). 
(17)  5 Narcissi (polyanthus type/bunch flowered). 
(18)  5 blooms, any other bulb or corm.  Not double 
daffodils. 
(19)  Vase polyanthus, 5 stems. 
(20)  Vase or bowl primroses, 8 stems. 
(21)  Vase or bowl wild primroses, 8 stems. 
 

SECTION (3) POT PLANTS 
(22) 1 pot flowering cactus. 
(23) 1 cyclamen in bloom. 
(24) 1 azalea in bloom. 
(25) 1 polyanthus in pot. 
(26) Collection of polyanthus, 5 - mixed. 
(27) Primrose in a pot. 
(28) Collection of 5 mixed  Violas.. 
(29) Collection of 5 mixed primroses. 
(30) Collection of 5 mixed pansies. 
(31) 1 pansy in pot. 
(32) 1 foliage plant. 
(33) Any other pot plant in bloom. 
 

SECTION (4) CHILDRENS’ CLASSES 
(34) Painting of your favourite T.V. character.  Up to 12 
years. 
(35) Bowl or dish with floating flower heads in.  Up to 12 
years. 
Name and age on the back of all exhibits please. 
(36) Decorated Easter Biscuits - 2 
 
SECTION (5) FLOWER ARRANGMENTS 
(37) Arrangement of flowers in a basket. 18” 
square. 
(38) Arrangement - to a theme of your choice. Max 24” 
 square e.g. song, book title  
(39) Miniature spring arrangement. Max 9” square. 
 
 

SECTION (6) COOKERY 
(40) 4 Easter biscuits. 
(41) 4 Pieces of shortbread. 
(42) 4 Fairy cakes - plain with a cherry on the top. 
(43) 4 Rock cakes. 
(44) Pot of marmalade. 
(45) Quiche Lorraine, 6 – 7” diameter.  

 

 
PRESIDENT:              Lt. Cdr. W. R. Harris 
CHAIRPERSON:         Mr D Haines 
 
TREASURER:            Mr W Fletcher 
SECRETARY:            Mrs S Underdown, 3 Middlecroft, Eastington, GL10 3SG. Tel: 01453 823285 
steward:                     Mrs Q Jones  
 
AWARDS:                           1st - 25p    2nd - 20p    3rd - 15p 
POINTS:                              3               2                1 
 
IN THE EVENT OF A TIE, TROPHIES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE PERSON OBTAINING 

THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF FIRSTS 
Prize money to be collected on the day of the show. 

Trophies 
Trophy donated by Highfield Nurseries, Whitminster, will be awarded for most points in the show.   
Doreen Fletcher shield for lady with most points in the show. 
R.B.L. trophy for most points in section 3.  John Ellis Trophy for the most points in classes 27-31. 
Hanman Bros. Trophy for most points in section 4.  Cyril  Nott trophy for most points in section 6.  
Bert Johns trophy for best exhibit in class 12.    
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!
Firstly, we would like to start this newsletter by thanking the many local businesses that very 
kindly donated prizes for our amazing raffle at our Christmas Nativity.  We were overwhelmed 
by the generosity from everyone and from the proceeds we will be able to fund our allotment 
project this year to enable the children to learn about growth and decay, by planting a range 
of flowers and vegetables, as well as taking a look at the many insects that live on the 
allotment, that of course is if it ever stops raining! 
 
2013 ended on a high with another wonderful Nativity performance, the children's fabulous 
singing was heard by a very special man with a beard and red jacket who flew in to deliver 
some presents, much to the children's delight. 
 
We return to playgroup concentrating on working in small key groups for story time, our book 
title is ‘The Elves and the Shoemaker’ and our home corner has now become a shoe shop.  
Activities to support learning  through play have been buying and selling pairs of shoes, 
measuring feet and writing price labels with the focus on writing for a purpose.  Children have 
also been noticing similarities and differences and patterns in shoes and counting total 
numbers of shoes in the shop together with some number recognition. 
 
We have also been making up rhythms and reciting both old and learning new rhymes.  Some 
of the older children have also been retelling the story in pictures and words.  For one week 
we are learning about Chinese New Year and we will have some Chinese food to eat for snack 
and participate in activities linked to the year of the horse. 
During this half term we are also concentrating on the seasons, friendships and being kind to 
others and this will coincide with making Valentine ’s Day cards for someone special. 
 

!
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We currently have a few spaces available and we operate 4 days a week offering full and half 
day sessions.  We accept government nursery vouchers and other types of employer 
supported childcare vouchers.  

!
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MOBILITY CORNER  
Peter & Caroline formerly of Homechoice Mobility, are pleased to announce the 

opening of their new showroom and workshops at: 

UNIT 1A CAMBRIDGE MILL, CAMBRIDGE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL2 7AA 

(NEAR THE GEORGE PUBLIC HOUSE ON THE A38) 
We have many years experience in the mobility industry and can supply a full 
range of new & pre-owned equipment including Scooters, Wheelchairs, 
Stairlifts, Access Ramps, Rise & Recline Chairs, Profiling Beds and Bath lifts. 

We can supply a range of daily living aids, including Reachers, Cushions, 
Slippers, Pressure Care, Kitchen Ware and a vast range of Incontinence items. 

We are the UK Distributor for the Abletripod, a replacement for the ferrule on 
your walking stick that allows it to stand up leaving your hands free. 

Our fully equipped workshop can service and repair a range of equipment; we 
can carry out battery tests, fault diagnosis and pre sale inspections. 
 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN 3 MILES OF OUR LOCATION ON 
ALL WORK THAT CAN’T BE DONE AT HOME.  

 

WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME VISIT SERVICE  
TO ASSESS YOUR NEEDS. 

 

YOUR LOCAL DECOPATCH CRAFT STORE 
 

You will find a range of crafts and gifts on display, including Decopatch, a new 
paper and glue craft that is taking the craft world by storm. We have a Craft 
Workshop where you can try Decopatch for yourself, have a children’s party or 
event. We supply everything to do with Decopatch including Papers, Brushes, 
Glues, and Papier Mache objects to decorate. We decorate real horseshoes, with 
paper chosen by you, which make wonderful and unique gifts for those special 
occasions - Weddings, Christenings, Birthdays etc.  

We are open Monday & Friday 9am to 5pm  

All other days and times by appointment.  
 

www.mobilitycorner.co.uk www.cotswoldcrafts.co.uk 
 

Email: info@mobilitycorner.co.uk or cotswoldcrafts1@hotmail.co.uk 
 

OFFICE 01452 742171;  PETER 07811 765257;  CAROLINE 07817 900434 
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Hair & Beauty House 
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The Cross, Eastington  T:01453 791251 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
Want to make changes? 
 
Positive thoughts… 

  Lead to constructive actions… 
       And helpful relationships 
 

Help with anxiety, lack of self-confidence, sleeplessness, depression, phobias and more. 
 
 I am training at the renowned Clifton Practice in hypnotherapy (www.cpht.co.uk) and I am looking 
for one or two people to have a course of sessions locally FOR FREE before I qualify in June 2014.  I already 
have 24 years professional experience working therapeutically with clients. 
 
If you are interested phone 01453 791424 or email me at hazelrankbroadley@gmail.co.uk 
 
“Hazel has been a great help to me at a time when I was finding it difficult to relax and sleep.  I found her 
weekly sessions so helpful, as well as having her CD, also the way she explained how the brain works.” 

--------------- 
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Community Park Project 
 
We’re out of the blocks! 
Anyone who has strolled (or driven) to the OHMG playing fields would not have 
failed to notice the changing landscape. The first phase of the project has got 
underway in earnest with the shifting and sculpting of several tonnes of earth to 
produce four mounds in the park area. I’d like to say we toiled away with 
wheelbarrows and shovels, but that would have been silly and we would probably 
still be nursing broken backs and blisters now. No, we have great thanks to hand out 
for the kind and generous support given by Smith’s, for the free use of digger and 
dumper truck, and to the voluntary operators of said equipment: Eric Hancock and 
Alex Stickland. Both fellows giving in excess of 20 hours of their free time, and on 
very cold days, is greatly appreciated. 
 

We now have to wait for the 
weather and ground to dry out 
before we can get back into the 
park, and carry on the work of 
spreading top soil and seeding 
the newly formed mounds. 
Another thank you is due here, 
to Barnwood Construction for 
providing the mammoth amount 
of top soil required. Also, 
Smith’s for once again providing 
suitable provision to transport 
the soil. 

 
 
We are going to hold an update meeting on 18th Feb at OHMG Community Center, 
starting at 7pm. Please come along if you are just interested or feel you can and 
want to help out. There will be a work tilling and sowing grass seeds, probably in 
early March, help would be appreciated (lets’ call it bring a rake day). 
 
 

Left: This is where a swing 
might go, but from the looks of 
this contented young fellow a 
pile of dirt will do nicely. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: Clearing away bracken was part 
of the job, to make more space and to 
allow for a new access point for the 

allotments 
 
 
To get in touch email us at eastington.yg@gmail.com  
or at  www.facebook.com/Eastington.playground.project 
Any changes to the above meeting date will be posted on the Facebook page.  
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