Eastington Community News

- August/September 2014 Issue: 146

Welcome to the late summer edition and thank you to the many contributors who have helped create yet another
bumper update of news and issues in this very active Parish. | hope you like the new style introduced by our Articles
Editor, Chris Osman, and we look forward to hearing from you. We wish for fine weather and a successful, well-
attended day for this year’s Eastington Horse Show on Saturday 2™ August and details are inside. You may also like
to make a note of the 32™ Eastington Autumn Flower Show on Saturday 6™ September. An application form for
produce entries and further details are inside this issue

The Parish Council update us with some of their recent matters, and are looking for another councillor to bring them
up to full strength. Overgrown hedges are a ‘hot topic’ where pedestrians are concerned. Of course it’s the time of
year when growth is rampant, and | know only too well how much sweat is needed to keep hedges under control.
Hedges of course are of vital importance to wildlife and one of their few remaining sanctuaries; so it’s important to
be sensitive to nesting wildlife when cutting. The trend to replace hedges with walls and fences not only increases
the feel of ‘urban creep’, but also results in the loss of much needed wildlife habitat.

Clir. Edis-Bates gives progress with ‘Eastington Neighbourhood Development Plan’. All Parishioners are encouraged
to fill in and return their questionnaire when delivered. A comprehensive review of the situation of Stroud District
‘Local Plan’ is presented by Daniel James for ‘Don’t Strangle Stroud.” Our District Councillor’s newsletter enlightens
us on planning, sheltered housing and other matters.

How uplifting it is to read the review of the ‘school year’; such a range of talents of local children gives us much hope
for a bright future. Notable too are the highly motivated and capable staff; they continue to inspire and nurture
another generation of young people to make Eastington Primary a school of which we can be rightly proud.
Eastington Playgroup’s article this time illustrates activities such as ‘expressive arts and design and having fun in
preparing the ‘little people’ for primary school. They are based at the Eastington Community Centre.

Congratulation to all involved: the play-park is ready for use. Much work and thought has gone into preparation of
this long-needed activity park for Eastington youngsters, and the recently weed covered muddy mounds have been
transformed. | hope that you will find some time to visit the newly named ‘Snakey Park’ for yourself very soon.

Activity is also encouraged for all ages in exploring the many footpaths in the Parish, and for enjoying the open
spaces and fine views of surrounding countryside. Public Rights of Way officer, Jaci Harris, has advice for walkers
and her contact details are inside if you need to contact her.

There’s a sting in the tale of a ‘Beekeeper’s Diary this time, and a new name for the Community Orchard. Just what
is the connection with rabbits introduced at the start of the last Millennium?

The Village Agent has advice for getting your hands on money to make your home more efficient to reduce energy
bills. Several people troubled by smoky bonfires have contacted her, and she sets out ways of dealing with these.

At the Methodist Church we learn more about Kidzone and Summer Outings, and information about the Harvest
Service is included. From St Michael and All Angels’ Church there are details of services, including baptisms,
marriage and funerals. We are reminded in the Rector’s article of the ‘Lights Out’ centenary remembrance on the 4"
August for the beginning of World War 1 (WWI). In 1914, life in the whole of Europe was brutally kicked into
another age, from which there could be no return. A most terrible price was paid by the generation of that time, but
today we could choose to use the lessons for the benefit of present and future generations. To aid remembrance of
WWI, there is a wealth of material giving graphic accounts of events as the tragedy was unveiled. [Among such is
BBC Radio 4 ‘Day by Day’ - on Podcast too.]

Andrew Niblett — Editor

Next Deadline: Articles by Friday September 26" 2014
Next Delivery: Saturday October 4" 2014
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Eastington Parish Council News

Although it is holiday time for a lot of you, it is very much business as usual for the Parish Council. We are
busy compiling information for our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) to help us in our fight against
the developers who want to build inappropriate houses in the Parish.

| would like to thank the small group of people who planned and completed our new playground. Well done
it looks fantastic and is very popular. | would like to ask all users to please take your litter home with you.
Maintaining our playground is carried out by volunteers so your cooperation will be much appreciated.

On my walks around the Parish | have noticed several over-grown hedges, and some of these are reducing
pedestrian access to pavements. Where the problem is a highways concern our Highways group are dealing
with it. If you have a hedge which borders a public footpath please make sure it is cut back as you are liable
for any injury incurred to members of the public.

| have also received complaint about parking outside The Old Badger and the Village Hall, and on Victoria
Drive. If you park in these areas please consider the affect on residents and park responsibly. If residents

are experiencing problems with access please ring the Police on the non emergency number 101.

Muriel Bullock | Chair Eastington Parish Council | murielhbullock@gmail.com | 01453 826172

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR?
Would you like to represent your local community? Are you up for a challenge?
A vacancy exists for a Parish Councillor due to the resignation of Councillor Bill Edwards. Your contribution
could help make a positive difference within the community. This can be an extremely rewarding
experience, offering unique opportunities to make a difference to the people and places within your
community.

Eastington is recognised as being a vibrant parish and the Parish Council is dedicated to providing and
improving services to create a vibrant and positive community by representing the issues, concerns, ideas
and interests of local people.

Eastington Parish Councillors are enthusiastic and committed to involving themselves in a variety of projects
including:

e Developing with the community a 20 year Neighbourhood Plan

e  Working with and supporting many local community groups and events

e  Working with Gloucestershire Highways in improving footpaths, bridleways, roads and road safety

e Looking after the burial grounds

e Responding to planning applications

There are a number of requirements to being a parish councillor. A person is qualified to be elected as a
Councillor if they are a *British, Commonwealth, Irish or European citizen and over 18. In
addition, the person must meet at least one of the following:

1. they are on the electoral register for the parish

2. during past 12 months they have owned or tenanted land or premises in the parish

3. during the past 12 months their principal or only place of work has been in the parish

4. during the past 12 months they have resided in the parish or within 3 miles of it.

(Bankrupts and those subject to recent sentences of imprisonment are disqualified from standing).

If you are interested in being a Parish Councillor and would like to find out more, please contact the Parish
Clerk at eastingtonparishcouncil@gmail.com or telephone 01453 799616. We look forward to hearing from
you. The deadline for applications is 8" August 2014.
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' Our Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and

... Local Plan — Examination in Public

Eastington’s Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)

The NDP is progressing well. Following on from the Parish Plan, the Housing Needs Survey, and the
successful NDP consultation event in February this year, the Steering Group has been working on the
responses and undertaking further research on the themes of Housing, Natural Environment, Community
Renewable Energy, Employment, and ‘Getting Around the Parish’. The Steering Group has also been liaising
with neighbouring parishes, and with Stroud District Council on the Local Plan. This has resulted in a change
in the project plan to synchronise with the revised Stroud Local Plan timetable.

® The next key NDP event is the Parish Questionnaire which will be delivered to all households in the
Parish for completion in August 2014. This important questionnaire is based on the responses to
previous surveys and the consultation event and is a key part of the evidence base for the NDP. To
be able to formulate the policies for the Neighbourhood Development Plan, the Steering Group
needs YOUR views and encourages you to complete the questions for each theme. You are also
asked to enter your own thoughts, ideas and comments in the blank areas provided.

More information on Neighbourhood Development Plans can be found at
http://www.grcc.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plans/neighbourhood-development-plans.

If you would like more information on Eastington’s NDP or would like to get involved then please contact me
on Tel: 07720266926. We look forward to receiving your completed questionnaires after they are delivered
to you in August.

Peter-Edis Bates | Chairman | Eastington Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group

Local Plan - Examination in Public (EIP)

Following the first phase of the Local Plan EIP in April, the inspector has published his interim response. The
report of 2" June is a well-coded, positive message to Stroud District Council (SDC), encouraging
continuation of the EIP process. In brief he made the following points:

1. The Inspector has NOT thrown the SDC Local Plan out. He has offered to SUSPEND the process
by up to six months, to allow SDC time to correct a series of weaknesses.

2. The most positive thing is that the inspector is SATISFIED with the Duty To Co-operate (para 23).
He dismisses Cheltenham and Tewksbury complaints, which might have thrown-out the plan, as
being history, complimenting the accord signed by the four councils’ Leaders in February 2014.

3. He sets the buffer on land supply at 5%, not 20%. (para 43). This is hugely important for current
appeals (Summer Street) and applications outside the village envelopes (West of Stonehouse
and Bath Road)

4, Compliance with several public bodies requires improvement. He does NOT rule the Plan NON-
COMPLIANT outright. He does say the plan was submitted too early (para 20). There is a clear
requirement to complete work with Environment Agency, Highways, English Nature etc. for
which the “up to six months” suspension is offered.

5. He is not satisfied that the methodology for Housing Numbers is robust. He clearly DOES NOT
say that higher numbers are obligatory but there are hints that GROWTH must be
demonstrated. The main criticism is of Woodhead’s work being untidy and/or inconsistent. An
independent review is required to present the evidence base more coherently. 2014 ONS (now
published) numbers will be helpful, as will DCLG later this year

6. There is a clear signal (para 44) that WINDFALL can be increased, mainly for larger sites but also
small ones

7. Another clear hint is that AFFORDABLE HOUSING should be increased (par 41). Several
Neighbourhood Plans could quantify this (Stonehouse, Nailsworth, Eastington)
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We were disappointed that some officers at SDC and in Cheltenham gave rather misleading briefs on the
outcome of this first phase. They appear to have read into his interim report a need for a substantial
increase in the housing numbers required suggesting privately figures of 11,500 and even as many as 13,500.
Had the Inspector identified a substantial shortfall in the SDC housing requirement he would certainly have
said so. He did not. So we have Individuals in SDC arguing once again for the West of Stonehouse (WoS)
settlement, in addition they have been supporting further planning applications in the Parish; most recently
Swallowcroft, and developments along the Bath Road - possibly up to 300 houses.

Proposals are also beginning to emerge for a further 900 houses on and around Springhill, this in addition to
the 1,350 WoS settlement. This approach taken by SDC planning department indicates a strategy for the
parishes of Stonehouse, Eastington and Standish which looks remarkably like the development of a large
housing conurbation merging these Parishes into an incoherent and substantial housing estate next to
Junction 13 of the motorway, contributing little or nothing to the local community but, contrary to SDC’s
own policy, substantially increasing out-commuting. The recent loss of the appeal at Mankley Field (200
houses joining the Stanleys together) fits with this direction. This appeal was lost on the basis of a declared
‘insufficient 5 year land supply’.

The Parish remains under very severe threat. We have around six months before SDC’s recently appointed
“new Consultant” reports. As the previous appointment demonstrates these appointments will arrive at the
figure they have been asked to, so we can expect no surprises. There are currently 3,500 houses in
Stonehouse, 800 in Eastington parish and 100 in Standish. Current plans and proposals could increase this
by around 70% with more to follow. Recently these three Parishes have joined forces to work together in
the interest of our respective communities and this initiative is being supported by local politicians. There is
a commitment to pool resources.

In response to these threats DSS have joined forces with opposition groups in Cheltenham and Tewkesbury
and again we are pooling our resources, in particular our specialist expertise. We have a considerable range
of expertise but we will need more, some of which we will have to pay for. We need to build up our financial
reserves to fund some of this work. Anyone wishing to support the fight for our parish can make a donation
to DSS or offer help, support and/or expertise.

For further information please see the website: www.new-town.info

Daniel James | Don’t Strangle Stroud

EASTINGTON
HORSE SHOW

SATURDAY 2nd AUGUST 2014

Again, last years® venue on the A419
East of Junc.13 M5 Nearest Post Code 1s GL10 35Q

(Lattle Chef R.dbt)
By kind permission of Over 30 challenge
Mrs Carol Prentice and cups/trophies, medals
Mpr Barrie Yeates or plaques to be won

Show Secretary: Liz Elliott
The Old Barn. Ryalls Lane, Cambridge, Glos. GL2 7AU

Tel: 07720 987 481
Or www.eastingtonhorseshow_co.uk

Proceeds to Village Organisations & Other Charities
A gate collection will be made for non-competitors.
Rules are set out on the Entry Form.

Advance entries close 28™ July 2014
MNew classes and beginners classes (please be honest)
‘We would be glad of anyone that could lend us a hand on the day?

‘We're in need of helpers for refreshments, car park attendants etc.
Please call our secretary Liz on 07720 987 451
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- Public Rights of Way

In the last edition of ECN Bill Edwards wrote a short
article about footpaths. Our Public Rights of Way
Officer, Jaci Harris has updated us on the issue raised
about plastic mulching across fields. Jaci has
contacted various agencies and monitored a field with
these plastic strips at Whitminster. As a result Jaci
informed ECN that she has no issues or concerns
about this with regard to footpaths.

In this edition Jaci writes firstly about being a
responsible dog owner when out walking, and also
about provides information about walking across
fields in which there are cattle or horses.

Public Rights of Way- responsible dog owners
Walking keeps you and your dog healthy. 30 minutes
a day can improve your mood, your energy, help to
reduce stress, lower blood pressure and help keep
your heart in good working order. Itis also a great
way to meet people.

Public rights of way cross land in private ownership, in
many cases, agricultural land. Case law has proved
that dogs are a ‘usual accompaniment ‘to walkers, but
just as walkers are required to stay on the path, so
should any dogs accompanying them. Dogs must be
under control.

Dogs are a welcome sight in the countryside and the
vast majority of dog owners are responsible people
who keep their dogs under control and clear up after
them. However there is a minority who do not
appreciate that an out of control dog can be
responsible for the following-

e Scaring or disturbing wildlife, other path users
and farm animals, in some recorded cases,
causing pregnant ewes to miscarry or causing
new born lambs to be separated from and
rejected by their mothers. Landowners have
the right to destroy a dog that it attacking or
worrying their livestock so please do
everything you can to keep your dog safe,
under control and away from livestock when
out walking.

e Causing serious illness to both humans and
livestock via dog faeces. As well as the visual
and social implications of leaving dog waste
on a path there are also serious public health
issues.

Toxocariasis is an infection caused by roundworm
parasites and is spread from dogs to humans via their

infected faeces. Itis extremely infectious and can
lead to serious eye damage and blindness.

Nespora is a parasite also found in dog waste that can
cause livestock to abort their calves.

It is therefore vitally important that owners pick up
any dog waste and dispose of it responsibly.

Although many dog owners understand this, there is a
trend towards leaving bags of dog waste beside the
path hanging on trees/ fences etc. This is wholly
unacceptable and illegal. Please remember that
allowing your dog to foul in a public place and not
clearing up after it can lead to an on the spot Fixed
Penalty Notice or a fine of up to £1000 in a
Magistrates Court.

Walking across fields which there are cattle or horses
Section 2 of the Animals Act 1971 makes the keeper
of an animal liable for damages if it injures another
person provided that the keeper was aware of the
animal’s tendency to cause injury. (Please note that
the liability does not arise if the damage is wholly the
fault of the injured person). We would recommend
that you log the incident with the Public Rights of Way
Team at Amey Gloucestershire on 08000 514514 and
the Police. The offending animal will not necessarily
be removed from the field but the owner of the
animal will be contacted and put on notice that the
allegations have been made. In the event of a serious
incident thereafter which ends in litigation, it will be
difficult for the owner to state that he was unaware of
the animal’s aggressive nature.

If you meet cattle or horses whilst out walking with
your dog it is best to leave as much space as possible
between your dog and the animals and keep it off the
lead. Horses can be very inquisitive and cows can be
suspicious of dogs especially when they have their
calves with them. If cattle or horses start to act
aggressively, your dog can run to safety, drawing the
attention of the cattle or horses, leaving you time to
leave the field as quickly as you can.

A few years ago, the Countryside Agency in
association with The Kennel Club produced a useful
leaflet called ‘You and Your Dog in the Countryside’.
If you would like one sent to you or would like to
discuss either of these articles, please do not hesitate
to contact me on 08000 514 514.

Jaci Harris | Public Rights of Way Officer

Stroud North | Amey Gloucestershire
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Local Plan

Council Officers have drawn up a timetable to complete
the work required by the EIP inspector within the time
frame he has specified. Whilst this is very welcome,
myself and others have reservations on some of the
assumptions made and how they will be implemented. |
continue to question these assumptions and the validity
of the decisions made based on these assumptions.

| thought, originally, that it was too late to include
planning sites not submitted to the Inspector if our
housing requirement changes due to the work
mentioned above, without having to start the process
again. (The Inspector did wonder in his initial response
whether enough work had been done in our original
submission to show that our Proposed Plan included a
strong growth element as required by the governments
planning guidelines.) | am now given to understand that
possibly any site previously considered during the
preferred strategy consultation phases of the Plan’s
evolvement, but discarded by members when deciding
on a Plan to submit for inspection, is not a new site and
could be included to accommodate a larger housing
figure without the need to start again, if that is what the
new work being done recommends. | think it is fair to
say that the steam coming out of my ears when | heard
this could be seen from a long way away. This could have
ramifications for the Parish on two large sites. | disagree
fundamentally with that position. These problems for
our Parish were created by attitudes and decisions from
4-6 years ago and continue to haunt us. | continue to
work with other Councillors and Local Groups to try and
ensure that the District develops uniformly, so that our
Parish remains a rural one and the existing form of the
District is not fundamentally changed forever by default
and not conscious decision.

District Councillor’s Newsletter

New Planning Panel

This has had its initial meeting. An initial work plan is
being compiled. Besides being involved in the work for
submission to the EIP inspector mentioned above, it will
look at a range of other planning system related matters.
One of these is to look at the way the Bath Road
(Eastington,) and Mankley Fields, (Leonard Stanley)
planning appeals were handled from the perspective of
those closest to them.

Sheltered Housing Review

The recommendations of this latest review were
accepted by the Council at a meeting last week. This
review has not been an easy one for a lot of the people
involved, and some of the things that have happened
during it have been difficult for some of us to both
understand and reconcile with. The review was caused
by the reduction in funding for the service of money
administered by the County Council. The residents of our
sheltered units seem to have been in ‘review situations’
continuously for years. The recommendations accepted
have a lot of resident consultation, appraisal, needs
assessment etc built into them. | hope that these are
carried out in the manner the authors of the report
indicated they would be, and that they remain a
cornerstone of the service provided. | hope that this
review will allow a period of stability for the residents of
our sheltered units.

Other Matters

One of the things that is most annoying about being a
Councillor to me, is when | take forward problems
residents have raised with me, am given assurances that
the problems will be addressed, the affected residents
contacted etc and then nothing happens. For residents
in the Budding Road area | can only apologize that the
issues with the planter have not been resolved yet. | will
be perusing this matter further.

Ken Stephens | July 2014
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‘ St Michael and All Angels’ Church

One of the ‘Cotswold Edge’ Parishes
(Eastington, Frocester, Haresfield, Moreton Valence, Standish and Whitminster)
Benefice Website: www.cotswoldedgeparishes.org.uk

Our mission is: to show God’s love for His people,
and nurture His people’s love for God

Dear Friends,

Schools are out! Let’s hope the recent
run of fine weather continues for the
whole of the summer break. | have
recently joined an internet forum set
up for my old secondary school in
Godalming, Surrey and their has been a lot of
remaniscing. | seem to remember that it was always hot
and sticky weather when | was revising for and sitting
exams — but as soon as the Summer holidays began, the
heavens opened! In fact, | can hardly remember a single
dry summer holiday then — mind you, that would be
around 40 years ago. Actually, that’s not entirely true — |
do remember being very badly sunburned when | was 16,
having spent a day rowing round Oulton Broad in Norfolk
without a shirt on — very painful! | also seem to
remember | had hair on my head then too...

It's when we go on holiday that we take the opportunity
to think back to what we have done on previous ones. |
wonder what your best, and worst, memories are? | have
just recently seen some wonderful photos taken on a
safari that Clive Winstone and his wife Elaine went on —
Clive died suddenly, and his funeral was held at Standish
on 18% July. These pictures hold some very precious
memories.

A couple of days ago, on the way back from taking one of
our dogs to the vets in Quedgeley, | was treated to the
sight of a wonderful rainbow, which inspired ne to re-tell
the story of Noah to the children of Whitminster school
in their assembly the following day. Admittedly building

fodowrt

Yours in Christ,
(Rector)

an ark, and floating around in it for a couple of months
while it poured with rain doesn’t really compare with one
of those cruise ship holidays travelling round the
Carribean in this day and age, but at least it provided a
change of scenery! Ever since then the rainbow has been
a symbol of God’s promise that he is with us, and loves
us. This is very important for the Year 6 children who
leave to go on to their new secondary schools in the
Autumn term. But in fact, it is important for all of us to
be aware that God promises that he will be with us, he
loves us, thoughout our lives. This is not just when we are
young, but also as we get older. Sometimes we yearn for
the seemingly more simplistic times when we were
younger, and life seemed somehow more
straightforward. As we travel through life the pressures
of supporting ourselves, family life and living up to
expectations erode the optomism of youth, and can draw
a veil over our relationship with the God who loves us in
the process.

What do you really miss in your life now that you had
when you were growing up? With my old school forum
I've been remembering the schoolmates and teachers,
playing football with tennis balls, playng whist and bridge
in classrooms when playtime was wet, and 1 Corinthians
13 being read at the beginning and end of every term by
the headmaster. 1 Corinthians 13 has remained my
favourite bible passage ever since.

What memories have you hung on to?

Revd Richard Amys | The Rectory | Millend Lane | Eastington | GL10 3SG.
Email: richardjramys@aol.com. Tel/fax 01453 822437. Day off — Saturday. (Mobile 07796 956050)
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Services in August and September

3" August
7" after Trinity

(p206 - green)
Isaiah 55.1-5 &

10" August
8" after Trinity

(p207 - green)
1 Kings 19.9-18 &

17" August
9™ after Trinity

(p208 - green)
Psalm 90.1-12 &

24" August — St.

31% August — 11" after

Bartholomew

(p1175 - red)
Acts 5.12-16 &

Trinity

(p209 — green)
Romans 12.9-21 &

Matthew 14.13-21 (p273/4)| Matthew 14.22-33 (p279/80) Acts 16.1-15 Luke 22.24-30 (p1176) | Matthew 16.21-28 (p296)
10.45am 10.45am 1pm Holy Baptism 10.45am Tue 2™ 1pm
Holy Communion Holy Communion 6pm Holy Communion Wedding
(Angela Reeder) (Angela Reeder) Sung Evensong (Sue P-M)
Mon 4" 2pm Wedding Fri 22™ 1pm

sat 9™ 12 noon Wedding

Wedding (Sue P-M)

28" September
15t after Trinity

215t September
14t after Trinity

14t September
Holy Cross Day

7th September
12t after Trinity

(1182 - red)
Philippians 2.6-11 &
John 3.13-17 (p1183)

(p212 - green)
Jonah 3.10-4.11 &
Philippians 1.21-30 (p311/2)

(p944 - green)
1 Timothy 2.1-7
& Luke 16.1-13 (p1043)

(p210 - green)
Romans 13.8-14 &

Matthew 18.15-20 (p301)
10.45am 10.45am 6pm 10.45am
Holy Communion Holy Communion Sung Evensong Holy Communion

All services are taken by the Rector unless stated otherwise

Weddings
Martin ‘Frankie’ Palmer and Kate Wingate were

married at Eastington on May 24",

Baptisms
Dotty Rose Metcalf was baptised on Sunday 25" May

Esme Rose Coleman was baptised on Saturday 31°*

May. Oli Lowe and Tramaine Mighten were married at

Jake Patrick Downes was baptised on Sunday 15" Eastington on June 1°.

June. James Elderton and Catherine Bellini were married
onJuly 13™.

Funerals

Wilfred ‘Wilf’ John Spencer, died on June 29™. His funeral was conducted by the Rector on 10" July in Eastington
Church, followed by committal at Gloucester Crematorium.

Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Margaret Shipton died on July 1%'. Her funeral was conducted by the Revd Angela Reeder on July 15"
in Eastington Church, followed by committal at Gloucester Crematorium.

Vote on Women Bishops

The Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Revd Michael Perham, is ecstatic at the decision by the Church of England to allow
women to become bishops. The ruling General Synod voted in favour of making the change on Monday 14 July. The
House of Bishops voted 37 for the motion, 2 against with 1 abstention. The House of Clergy voted 162 for, 25 against
with 4 abstentions. The House of Laity voted 152 for, 45 against with 5 abstentions.

Bishop Michael, who was in York for the debate and voted in favour of the motion, said: “l am filled with gratitude
and joy that the General Synod has taken this decisive step. | am delighted for what it says about and to our women
clergy and the signal it sends to the nation. “The decision does, of course, reflect the strong support for such a move
in the Diocese of Gloucester. What a great day, slow in coming, and what a great decision!”

His joy at the decision has been shared by many other members of clergy across the Diocese of Gloucester. The
Venerable Jackie Searle, Archdeacon of Gloucester, said: “Alleluia! The decision of the General Synod marks the end
of a long road of discussion, debate and negotiation for the Church of England, a road paved with many prayers and
the faithful ministry and service of women called to lead a church not yet ready to accept their ministry fully.

“The decision also marks the beginning, a journey that will take us into new territory as a church. It's fantastic news!
And it is a journey that will continue to need our prayers and faithfulness.”
N.B. Both Angela Reeder and | are equally ecstatic, though sadly neither of us are actually likely to become Bishops!
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4th August — Time for Lights Out!
Every householder in Britain is being asked to turn out their lights at 11pm on 4th August, to mark the 100th
anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War.

The nationwide event is based on the famous comment attributed to Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary, on the
eve of the conflict in 1914. He said: “The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our
lifetime.” He made the remark the day before war was declared, as he gazed across St James’s Park from his window
at the Foreign Office at the gas lamps being lit.

The switch-off is being called Lights Out, and is backed by the Government as “one of the most dramatic UK-wide
events ever organised.” Throughout the UK, everyone is being invited to “turn off their lights and to replace them
with one single light, to remember a day that changed the world forever.”

The ‘Lights Out’ will take place at the same time as a candlelit vigil of prayers, readings and music held in
Westminster Abbey. There candles will be extinguished one by one until a single flame is snuffed out at 11pm.

Py Owen Harris Memorial Ground
eastington| Charity (OHMGC) AGM

‘ (Eastington Community Centre)

Community Centre | OHMGC held their AGM on 25" June 2014 to report on achievements during the year and
present financial accounts for the year ending January 31* 2013. The following is an extract
from the Annual Trustees’ report.

Achievements in 2013
Ongoing work continues with the community centre. The centre is now nearly five years old and continues to be a
warm, attractive and welcoming venue for many parties, weddings and sporting events.

The committee welcomes input from regular and occasional users of the facilities as to how we can continue to
improve the site for the benefit of those ‘of benefit.” All users of the site and centre are encouraged to attend the
monthly Management Committee meetings to this end.

We have now formalised our free-of-charge usage criteria to several village organisations such as the school,
Eastington Community Orchard, church and playgroup. This allows these organisations to hold fundraising events
and raise additional funds for themselves without having the expenditure of building hire.

We have had one very successful year operating with Stroud Football Club and note our new changing rooms which
allow both football pitches to be used simultaneously, or allow for alternative female changing rooms, should the
need arise.

We are currently looking to recruit new trustees and members of the management committee. If you are
interested in being able to have a positive input to the running and further improvement and development of this
fantastic village facility, please contact Jayne Elder (Secretary to Trustees) on jayne.elder@btinternet.com. We
look forward to welcoming you.
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Eastington Playgroup

Our focus for the final term was exploring Expressive Art and Design and the children looked at pfﬂygrﬂﬁq
different textures and construction materials within the traditional story of the Three Little Pigs and

the story of The Gruffalo. We also investigated patterns in different faiths
producing some lovely stain glass windows and Islamic art work. We looked at
different styles of dancing from Flamenco to Bhangra and explored the room
moving our bodies like different animals, snakes, giraffes, gorillas and flamingos.

For our final week we played football, team
games, ring games and of course to finish the year
some party games. This however was topped off
with the completion of the new park which proved very popular with all the children.
Our thanks go to all those who contributed to
this fabulous facility.

We have also been busy digging, planting and watering our few plants in our
allotment — we now have a willow tunnel, den and are busy preparing a ‘mud
kitchen’ for September — if anyone has any old kitchen saucepans, pots, large
spoons, etc. then please let us know — we will put these all to good use!!

We held our AGM at the King’s Head House and had a brilliant turnout with
some lovely food. We welcome our new committee and parent volunteers
and look forward to working with them in the next academic year, which is
sure to be as busy and exciting as this one.

In July we also said goodbye and good luck to our older children who are now ready for their next big
adventure at primary school — we wish them all well and would like to say a big thank you to all our parents who
have supported the Playgroup during their children’s time with us.

We look forward to another new term in September and welcome back our remaining and also all of our new

children — we have lots of exciting things planned for our return. Playgroup’s first day back will be Tuesday 2nd
September 2014 — we will see you all then!

If you would like your child to enjoy a stimulating, fun and safe environment to learn and play in then we
would love to hear from you. Spaces for September 2014 are filling up very quickly and some sessions already
have a waiting list, however if you are interested in coming for a visit then please contact us we would love to meet you!

Our playgroup offers care and education for all children in a well established community based group.
We offer your children a safe and stimulating environment in which they can grow and blossom into self confident,
self reliant and positive little people.
Our ultimate goal is to enable the children to have fun, explore and have the freedom
to express their individuality, while forming the basis of their education.

We accept children from the age of 2yrs 6month to 5 years and operate 4 days a week (Monday — Thursday) offering
full and half day sessions and we accept government nursery vouchers and other types of employer supported childcare

vouchers.

If you would like to have a look around our fantastic facilities and have an informal chat please call one of the staff on
07977 342 742.
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Tai Chi Qigong

Mmol-Boaly Heo\H-l/\ C\O\SS

3

Energy Health Qigong (Chi kung) teaches Traditional Chinese health
, f You Want. __I methods o bring physical and emotional balance. This can show as
weight loss, improved nutrition, muscle fone, better sleep and a calmer

B Od TO ne & Sfr en ﬂ] more relaxed outlook on life.
P a’ n R eh e f & M Ob’ t Practise can help repair injury, boost the immune system, reduce pain
and bring peace to the mind using the gentle but powerful practise of
V”ahty/ Energ y & YOUth the Ba Duan Jin (Eight Brocades) Qigong, Five Energy Form, Zhan
Zhuang and health systems that date back over 3,000 years.
And Less... |
F T d You will learn how to relax the body and mind through movement and
meditation, relieve injuries and symptoms with Chinese Tui Na
a"g ue & Ireaness Massage, and for those that really want greater health you will learn

I ”ness A( hes & P alns the system of the five elements to help balance nutrition, solve

unanswered questions and help you live in balance with the world

Stress & Tension aroundyou
Are you ready for a better, brighter you?

Then don’t miss your chance to learn with Energy Health Qigong and feel Alive with Life!

Next 10 Week Term starts Tuesday September 23rd 2014
Every Tuesday 7-8pm at the Eastington Community Centre
Early Bird £69 book by Aug 8th (Normal Cost £96) Limited Space!

Tromsform Your Health i Just 10 Weeks!

Coll 07813 92133¢ www.enevgyhealth.co.uk
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Eastington Methodist Church

Holidays

It's that time of year when many of us take a break from our normal busy lives and take some time out. We often go
to faraway places or perhaps make time to go out to appreciate some of the fine countryside that we have locally.
Holidays often help balance life, less “work time”, some extra “family time”, perhaps a bit of “me time” but can we
encourage you to also find a bit of “God time” for spiritual refreshment? The word “holidays” is derived from “holy
days” —it’s a link well worth holding on to.

All Change at Kidzone

years old and has run for about 11 years. Of late,
numbers have fallen to a fairly low level so it has been
anmmy, decided to start a new replacement activity called
II"!_lwh,'lJunior Youth Club (although we may come up with a
“#y more catchy name later). This now meets between
' ii‘ﬁm"SBO and 6:45pm on Friday evenings and will be more
- p y g
1 in the style of the well attended main youth club that
follows it at 7pm. The other main change is that, like
the youth club, JYC will run on most if not all Friday
evenings throughout the school holidays.

Kidzone signed off with its annual sleepover where the
children had fun using the water slide, had a go at face
painting, watched some Theo videos, ate and drank stuff and
even got some sleep! We hope that the new club with its
change of format, time and evening will encourage more
children to attend. Subs for JYC and the main youth club
remain at 75p which includes a drink.

Both Kidzone and the youth club have enjoyed visits to the
new playground at OHMG. It's a great resource for the
community.

Summer Outings

The first of our two summer outings will have happened by the time you read this but a second one is planned for
the youth group on 26™ August. At present we are still in discussion with the young people as to where we will go
and what to do when we get there.

Harvest

A Messy Harvest event is planned for Saturday 13 September at 10am. Our Harvest church service is on Sunday
21" September at 11am which will be followed by a Fellowship Lunch where we all bring some food and share it
together.

Ken Burgin | Senior Steward
Ken, Beck & Liz Burgin | 01453 827414 | www.EastingtonMethodists.org.uk
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Dear All

It was lovely to see many of you at the Summer Event and Duck Races held in the
field opposite the school. Our thanks to Mr and Mrs Souster from Eastington House
who kindly allow us to use this venue to bring the school and community together.

Looking back...

As another academic year finishes, we have much to celebrate. It seems only
yesterday that our youngest children enchanted us with their version of the Christmas
Nativity and (not to be outdone), the junior Classes transported us to a magical
chocolate factory where we followed Charlie’'s dream of finding the golden ticket!

Sporting success has included the school football team winning the Stroud small
schools tournament and the tag rugby team just being pipped at the post for a place in
the Stroud area finals. Our athletes were in fine form competing at the Stroud Schools
Championships. We congratulate our jumpers, throwers and sprinters who gave their
all with some outstanding performances, Eastington finished 5th out of 20 schools—
‘well done’ to everyone! It is always heartening to know that so many of our children
participate in a whole range of sports ‘outside’ school. Whether they play for a local
club or engage in individual sports this provides physical activity and the further
development of their talents. Zac Ellis (Year 6 pupil) is the 2014 Robinson Cup
recipient for sporting excellence and attitude. Previous winners include a national
swimmer, a member of the Royal Ballet company and a member of the GB ski team!

The country dancing festival early this year and (more recently) an inspirational

music evening reflects the many opportunities provided for the children to excel.
Clarinets, guitars, flutes, saxophone and piano were just some of the instruments on
show with children (and teachers) performing together—wonderfull The recipient of
the 2014 Alex Fryer Music Award is Oliver Cousins (Year 5 pupil). This is givento a
pupil who not only demonstrates a high level of skill but has the commitment and ‘feel’
for music. Mr and Mrs Fryer presented the Award during a special assembly in
remembrance of their son, Alex, a former pupil and talented musician.

Throughout the year, a whole range of educational visits have supported the children’s
learning including a number of special guests, who helped bring the topics to life by
sharing their expertise and experiences. One highlight the children often talk about is
our visit to the Bluebell Club at Christmas. This always proves a special time when
different generations engage and recognise what each and everyone brings to the
community. It was lovely to see our friends from Charles Dickens Primary School,
Southwark who visited us earlier this year. Over the years we have developed a close
link with our buddies from inner London and whilst we clearly enjoy very different
environments, the children from both schools gain a huge amount from the
experience. We also welcomed students from Japan who provided a much broader
cultural experience for our children. Equally, our links with Langa langa Primary
School in Kenya remind us of our role as global citizens and the importance of
celebrating diversity.

Our team of legal beavers from Eastington once again won the Stroud Schools Mock
trial competition. We finished in top spot having ‘competed’ against 42 other schools
to present a case for the defence in a real life scenario evaluated by serving
Magistrates.

The children continue to play their part within the community, whether working with
adults involved with river clearance, collecting and pressing apples for the community
Orchard project, giving musical recitals to our senior citizens, liaising with the local
constabulary to monitor the speed of vehicles in and around the school or simply
serving food to those in need.

Eastington - Winner of Gloucestershire Vibrant Village of the Year 2010
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‘You only get out what you put in!” - This is certainly true when it comes to gardening. We thank Mr Bill
Fletcher who cast his critical eye over the Class gardens and presented special Awards to the children for their
efforts.

2014/15 promises to be another busy and exciting year for Eastington. As with many schools, we see the
introduction of the ‘new’ curriculum in line with national guidance. There are changes to SEND (Special
Educational Needs and Disability) incorporating a more holistic approach within an Education, Health and Care
Plan for pupils requiring additional support. Whilst there will always be developments within education, there
are also constants in the day to day provision we offer the children. Maintaining high expectations through
quality teaching and leaming, celebrating achievement, valuing what everyone brings and ensuring a safe and
positive environment where children enjoy learning.

One of our key priorities for the new academic year is the further development of writing. We will look to
strengthen and extend the children’s approach to ensure they are confident, happy writers. We are once again
planning ‘writing days’ where the children draw upon their experiences, ‘crafting’ their ideas to produce high
quality results. We are also organising a ‘problem solving day’ to extend the children’s use and application of
Mathematics. With technology now a part of everyday life, we are hoping to provide additional resources
(ipads/tablets etc.) to support the introduction of ‘coding’ and computer science. We, will however, continue to
support the children with making informed and sensible choices when using the internet so they remain safe at
home as well as school. We will continue to offer French and digital photography as part of the curriculum and
with further educational trips planned, we are looking forward to a successful year.

Finally, we said ‘farewell’ and ‘good luck’ to our Year 6 leavers during a special assembly, who embark upon
their secondary education in September. We wish them every success and hope that a ‘little of Eastington
Primary’ remains with them always .....

Thank you, as always, for all your continued support.

Malcolm Strang
Headteacher
¥
RS

e

‘Aiming high......together’
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Dear Agony Saddle...

| live with a very kind family. Since they brought me home 10 or more years ago | have had loving care and plenty of
exercise. Over time | have been joined by others of my kind, a racer, a mountain climber and several children’s
versions. However, lately the family has been preoccupied with other things and the children have grown up, so we
are all feeling a little neglected. We hardly go out at all, my chain badly needs oiling and several of us have rust spots
in unmentionable places.

Most worryingly we have overheard talk of taking us to the dump or putting us on something called E Bay. Can you
offer any suggestions as to what we should do?

(Name and address withheld to protect the family!)

Dear Worried Bike...

| often receive letters like this and reply that we all have to adjust to changing circumstances. As your family grow
out of using you, another is desperate to adopt you. | always recommend the family consider the Gloucestershire
Bike Project, a not for profit enterprise that works with vulnerable youngsters and adults, teaching bike
maintenance and repair. You will be used to teach new skills to vulnerable teenagers to help progress their lives and
you will be lovingly refurbished and made available to the community at affordable prices.

Get vyour family to ring or email Mike Naylor (Rotary Club of Severn Vale) on 01453 828682
mike@mikenaylorsurveyors.co.uk to let him know how many bikes there are so he can arrange collection. You and
your family will be making a difference to lots of people.

Keep your handle bars up! Best wishes, Saddle
www.gloucestershirebikeproject.co.uk

Stop Smoeking

240,000 people give up smoking every year

SEIZE THE MOMENT !

You only need a single session of
Solution Focused Hypnotherapy
£120 with FREE CD

Hazel Rank-Broadley obsru pup wep
tel 01453 791424 mob 0783 787 6901

“Hawving had serious doubts over Hypnotherapy,

I have become a firm believer, and have put
friends in touch with Hazel

And 1 still dont want to smoke! Brilliant I Jude C.

Eastington - Winner of Gloucestershire Vibrant Village of the Year 2010 15




Eastington Youth Group

Community Park Project - “Snakey Park”

Sunny days and the completion of first stage of the park; just in time for summer!

It's hard to believe only a few months ago the park area was occupied by a few muddy mounds and weeds. Now we
have something to feel proud about and get rather excited over (who hasn’t been on the ‘Zip Wire’ yet!).

It’s been great to see an abundance of all ages enjoying the park, either getting dizzy
on the swings, flying through the air on the zip wire, speeding down the slide or
burning some calories on the exercise equipment. Not to mention just running around

the mounds and after all that just relaxing on the new —E&
benches.

No time to relax for the park group though, we still have a
fence to organise and make a start with some landscaping;
adding some trees and flower beds are on the agenda.
Please come and visit the park, bring a picnic, have a chat
and watch the world go by. Above all else.....have fun.

Keep an eye on the notice board for any news relating to the park.

We will be looking for help with
activities like planting and
maintenance

Also we welcome any ideas you
may have regarding the park, either
suggestions on future equipment or
ways to improve and evolve the
park

Email | eastington.yg@gmail.com
Web |www.facebook.com/Eastington.playground.project
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Solution Focused

Help with.. Anxiety, Stress, Fears,
Weight issues, Habits, (nail-biting etc)
Phobias, Self-confidence
Free inial consultation INCLUDES FREE CD

Hazel Rank-Broadley bsFH DHP HPD
tel 01453 791424  mob 0783 787 6901

°1 very much appreciate all that | have learnt from Hazel
about rewiring the brain through trance. Hazel's no-nonsense
intuitive approach creates a very clear space in which to
make beneficial changes to mental habits and belief systems.”
Kate D

Alkerton Rangers FC

Following last season's success both Alkerton Rangers sides returned to training at the Owen Harris Memorial
Ground last Wednesday and are looking forward to the new campaign with relish.

In a reorganised Stroud and District League, after winning Division Eight the Reserves led by Kev
Bond, the team were promoted to Division Six. Equally, after topping Division Six the First Team
under Kyle Anderton find themselves in Division Four. Both managers are optimistic and yet
realistic about their team's chances of emulating 2013-14 and so ‘friendlies’ have been arranged
against stern opposition. No doubt it will be tough for both sides, and any new additions to
strengthen the array of talent at the club will be very welcome.

Paul Burn

Do you play or have you played cricket?

Eastington Cricket Club requires players of ANY standard for the 2014 season, with most
Saturdays (league) and ‘friendlies’ on Sundays, midweek days and midweek evenings. We
play and practise at Owen Harris Memorial Ground.

Any standard/ability is welcome, to keep our club going.

Please contact Steve Gallagher on 01453 791209
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Eastington and Stonehouse Slimming World

This piece is rather different from my normal news.
The reason being, I'm recovering from surgery to my
spine, so haven't been at either group for the past 6
weeks.

Firstly | would like to say a big thank you to my fellow
consultants who have been running both groups for
me. Ali who has done a brilliant job of being there for
Eastington group, as well as Nicky and Andy who have
been looking after Stonehouse group. Also, heart-felt
thank you to my lovely members who are involved
with the running of both groups in the social teams
which any member can become part of.

So, six weeks of recovery has been a long time to
reflect back on almost eleven years as a consultant for
Slimming World. One thing | do know is | have missed
my Wednesdays at groups and can't wait to return on
August 6th to see everyone. It's reinforced to me how
lucky | am to have a fantastic job that | enjoy. | have
helped people to cook, eat and lead healthier lives.
How amazing it is to help a member lose 8 stones plus
or for others half a stone and what a difference to how
that person feels about themselves and the confidence
it can give.

I've learnt how intertwined our weight can be with
other aspects of our lives, work life, home life, social
life and helping members deal with those situations.
I've been lucky enough to help brides, grooms,
bridesmaids and family members lose weight for that
wonderful wedding day. I've been privileged enough to
have members whisper in my ear " I've just found out
I'm pregnant but no one knows yet" to seeing them
carry on with their weight loss (alongside the
agreement of their midwife), to letting their group
know. The support the group offers them, the
happiness of the baby being born and then coming
into group to meet us all is wonderful.

There are also the sad times of bereavements, sickness
and loss, when someone needs extra support through
a devastating time and how the whole group show
help and support. Then wonderful times when
someone says the Dr has reduced medicines for health
conditions or for diabetics reduced the need for
insulin.

We've raised funds for the Cotswold Care hospice, for

Smiles, Brads wheelchair fund, for Help the Heroes, for
Severn Rescue, for Meningitis, for the Shrubberies, for
DeBRA and for Macmillan.

The more | think, the more there is, the success that
members achieve as well as weight loss is truly
inspirational. Marathons run, cycle rides (London to
Paris), Moonwalks walked, half marathons run, Race
for Life completed, treks, bungee jumps, dancing
marathons down to the other achievements that may
seem smaller but are still totally life changing; playing
football or tennis with children or grandchildren; being
able to walk to the shops or to work instead of having
to use the car; running up stairs and still breathing at
the top; being able to enjoy day trips and holidays to
the full; buying that 'size' that had only been a dream
for so long.

So as you have read, everyone who's comes to my
Slimming World groups comes along to lose weight,
but what can happen through that weight loss journey
can be incredible, friendships forged, laughter, fun
support and success. Can't wait to be back...

Best wishes Lorna | 01453 821751
Groups are on Wednesdays 9.30am at Stonehouse
Community Centre and 7pm at Eastington Village

Hall.

Hope to meet you soon. X
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Local Volunteer Services

is to experience them, so we bring awe-inspiring nature up close and let it do the

At WWT we believe the best way for people to understand and connect to wetlands
& Slimbridge talking. People feel part of something amazing and motivated to make a difference.

WWT Wetland Centre
We are looking for friendly and enthusiastic people to join our weekend Welcome Team and help our visitors get the

most from their day with us.

All of the details for this role, and our other volunteer vacancies, are on our website. Please take a look at
http://www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/slimbridge/volunteer/ .

If you have any questions call Sarah Hall on 01453 891137.

Victim Support: Volunteer Recruitment Day
Victim Support is a charity that provides free and confidential help to victims of crime, witnesses, their family,
friends and indeed anyone else affected.

Our services in Gloucestershire are delivered by a team of fully trained volunteers. Each volunteer is equipped to
provide the emotional support, practical help and information needed to overcome the distressing and often
devastating impact of crime. In order to continue and grow our impact we are recruiting more volunteers, both for
our Victims Service and our Witness Service.

» For more information you can contact Victim Support Gloucester on 01452 317450 or
email adminglos@victimsupport.org.uk

» Please respond to adminglos@victimsupport.org.uk if you would like to attend our Volunteer Recruitment
Day on Saturday 16 August, 10.00 - 13.30 at Victim Support | Eastgate House | Eastgate Street | Gloucester
|GL1 1PX.

Mark Eddleston | Service Delivery Manager | Victim Support | T: 01452 317456 | Text Relay: 18001 01452
317450 | E: mark.eddleston@victimsupport.org.uk

Stroud & District Citizens Advice Bureau

Have you been offered a free pension review out of the blue?
Stroud & District Citizens Advice Bureau Manager Nick Lee is warning people to be wary if they are contacted out of
the blue by phone, email, text or via an online advert about getting a 'free pension review' to 'get better returns'.
Most of the companies making these offers haven't been authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority, even
though they say they are acting on their behalf. Or companies may say they're representing government about free
retirement guidance - an initiative that's not been launched yet.

Nick said, ‘If you are contacted by one of these companies, ignore them. Professional advice on pensions isn't free
and financial advisers authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority are unlikely to cold call.’

If you would like help or advice with a problem you can now contact Stroud District Citizens Advice Bureau by
email via www.stroudcab.org.uk or ring an adviser on the new freephone number 0808 800 0510. Calls are free
from landlines and most mobile providers. You can also ring 01453 759954.
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Beekeeper’s Diary —Part 3

While | disappeared on holiday, Nick checked the hives and
was quite excited to find lots of bees, some new brood and
plenty of honey stores.

June 5™ It was a lovely sunny day, warm enough to look into
the brood nest, but not too hot for me. It’s easy to reach
meltdown when wearing trousers and tea shirt under
dungarees, bee jacket with attached hat, wellington boots and
rubber gloves.

Looking into the original hive was a treat. It was busy. The
bees were calm and happy, with lots of honey and brood to
tend. A quick glance into the brood told me that the new
queen is definitely laying workers. Both the honey supers on
this hive are weighty with honey so | decided to set the hive
up with Porter escapes in it. These are like one way valves
which allow the bees to exit from the honey stores but not get
back in. When the bees go down into the brood overnight
they can’t return, so it is easy to take the honey boxes off in
the morning.

When | examined the two smaller hives everything looked
right so | have given them more space to expand into. They
shouldn’t need much attention for quite a while now.

It was a very satisfying afternoon at the hives. The only hitch
came when | was walking away. | had taken my gloves off and
was licking my sticky fingers when a bee sat on my hand. |
went to brush her away but was careless and squashed her, so
she stung me. Ouch! Rubbing an onion on it helps.

June 6™ We nipped round to take off the honey boxes. It only
took a minute. Spinning the honey was disappointing because
it was mostly set so hard in the comb that it wouldn’t spin out.
That’s the way with rape honey. You lose the crop if you are
not prompt at getting it off and it blocks the combs for the
next crop. Sadly the bees can’t even use stored rape honey in
the winter because it sets too hard. We experimented with
soaking a few frames in the bath to dissolve the honey and
clear the combs. It worked, but was an awful fiddle and a
waste of honey.

June 7™. | returned the combs today, splitting them between
the three groups of bees. The two nucleus hives can clean the
combs and use the solid honey. It should stimulate breeding. |
gave the large colony a whole super of empty honey combs
that | had in store. Hopefully they will fill them with a
beautiful crop of summer flower honey, free from oilseed
rape.

| spotted one bee with mangled wings. Deformed wings can
occur when the bees have a varroa infestation so | dowsed the
brood nest with essential oils, which should prompt the bees
to clean the mites off themselves.

June 16™. My husband assembled a new brood box and hive
stand from a flat-pack kit. We now have enough hive parts to
house the third colony as they expand.

Community Produce

June 21%. | checked all three colonies. They all look well. |
treated them for varroa mites again. When | peeped into their
brood boxes | found plenty of worker brood. There is no
surplus honey yet, but there is plenty for their own use. The
mini colony (nucleus) is building up well. The very tiny colony
is now spread over five frames and will soon be quite a bit
bigger, so | transferred them into the new brood box.

June 2™. | trickled varroa drops into all the colonies again.
Hive 1 (the original colony) were very bad tempered, so |
glanced into two brood frames to see if all is well. The brood is
there but looking patchy. | didn’t investigate further because |
want to create minimum disturbance to the bees. | hope they
are better behaved next time. Colonies 2 and 3 are steadily
growing in numbers.

July 15™. All three colonies are looking well. | guess there are
25,000 to 30,000 bees in hives 1 and 2. A really strong colony
will have many more than that. The boxes in hive 1 are heavy
with honey. If | set them up with the porter escapes this
evening, we can take the honey off very easily tomorrow. | am
busy preparing extra honey frames for hive 2. Even hive 3 is
quite strong now, with bees covering 9 frames.

Mid- evening | went back to put the Porter escapes in place.
This is normally a quick job, so | took the dog with me. She just
lies down away from the hives and waits. The bees were in a
furious mood and were bombing my veil with real
determination. | kept my nerve, finished the job, walked away
a short distance and stood still waiting for them to fly home.
They didn’t. | couldn’t walk further or they would discover the
dog. After about 20 minutes | grew very tired waiting for the
bees to give up, so | called out to Bella to go home. Instead of
going she got up and came towards me. When | shouted at
her to keep away, she ran up to me all excited. About a dozen
irate bees rushed over to her. She was stung a few times
which made her very frisky. She was snapping at bees like
mad, but when we got home she seemed quite jolly and none
the worse for wear. It seems dogs don’t react to stings like we
do.

They say you should never open the bees up after sundown. It
wasn’t that late, but was well into the evening. Lesson
learned.

July 16™. We took the honey and span out sixteen pounds of
absolutely delicious liquid gold today; all bottled and labelled.
Very satisfying.

July 17™. We returned the empty super to the hive without
mishap. Phew ! We can leave the bees alone now for quite a
while, as they are set up with everything they need: laying
qgueens, plenty of space, lovely weather, a variety flowers to
forage on and sufficient stores.
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Eastington Community Orchard (E C O) Group

New Name — CONEYGREE Orchard
Research of old maps showed that at least as recently as 1839 the name had been Coneygree Orchard, so the name
was adopted at the AGM in June.

“Coney” will be familiar to most people as a nickname for “rabbit” and they were introduced to England from France
after the Norman Conquest. “Gree” is a medieval word for a hut or haven, so the rabbits were kept in a warren, on
this site from the 12 century onwards. Before you think “how kind of the Normans to provide a cosy warren for the
rabbits”, remember they were not pets, they were food!

Experimental Hay Crop

To reduce effort, we allowed Coneygree Orchard to
revert to a hay meadow this year.

In future years we will plant areas of meadow flowers to
provide a prettier area for walkers.

Here is what it looked like in March when we planted the
last of the 58 fruit trees now flourishing there > >>>> >

<< << <<<<andnow the grass is above knee height, its
more than a day’s work to cut it.

We had a team of six, sharing three scythes, sweating
away all morning to clear about a quarter of it! Machine
called for.....

Still, the objective was to try out an old skill, and realise
there is probably a lot of practise involved, to become
useful. Also, we should maybe have cut it several weeks
earlier —another learning curve.

First of the 2014 Fruit

Coneygree will not start producing apples and pears
until 2015 but meanwhile, the blackcurrants and
raspberries have produced heavily again, giving us
scope for plenty of jam.

The plan this year is to make quarter-pound jars to sell
as part of the Xmas gift pack, beside a pair of apple
juice bottles. Fruits of Eastington, anyone?

This is the early crop, over 100 jars >>>>>>>

“Late Crop” in blackcurrant terms is about three weeks
behind, so will be picked by the end of July.

P.S. If you are a new or regular Apple Day donor, we’ll be round to see your trees soon!
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. Village Agent News

| was interested to hear there is a booklet produced by
Stroud District Council and Severn Wye Energy Agency
called The Stroud Target 2050 Loan. To find out more
about it, please read the following information quoted
from the booklet.

“The Stroud Target 2050 Loan has been set up by Stroud
District Council and Severn Wye Energy specifically to
help people to install energy efficiency measures in their
home. The loan allows you to spread the cost of the
improvement over time but to gain from the benefits
straight away.

Who qualifies? If you are a homeowner in the Stroud
district, and you are living in the property as your main
residence, you may be eligible.

Income and savings criteria will also apply:

1. Your combined household income must be
less than £40,000.

2. You must have savings of less than £16,000.
(£18,000 if you are a pensioner).

3. Theloan is subject to a credit check and
survey.

Before you begin, here is a summary of the most
important factors to understand:

The loan is for a minimum of £2,000 and a maximum of
£10,000 including VAT and all charges.

There is a fixed interest rate of 5% per annum Typical
8.9% APR. The term of the loan is for a minimum of 3
years and a maximum of 5 years.

| have recently heard that people are concerned
about the nuisance that can be caused by bonfires. |
decided to find out guidelines which can help you
decide where, when and at what time it is thought to
be the least annoying to light up. Here is what Stroud
District Council recommends.

There are no specific times of the day when bonfires
may or may not be lit. Simplified, the law says that no
one may have a bonfire if the smoke from it will cause

The scheme is facilitated by Severn Wye, a local
sustainable energy charity. A 5% charge (plus VAT) on
the total cost of the works will be payable to Severn
Wye to cover the project management costs. The
council will charge a credit check and Land Registry
search fee of £29 on all loans. If the loan value exceeds
£7,500, the Council will charge a Land Registry fee of
£40.

The loan will be secured against the property, as a legal
charge on the Local Land Charges Register, and secured
against your property at the Land Registry, if the loan
amount exceeds £7,500.

®» |MPORTANT YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED
IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP WITH REPAYMENTS ON
A MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER DEBT SECURED
ON IT.

Should you wish to find out more about this loan the
telephone number to use is Severn Wye Energy Agency
on 0800 500 3076 or for other energy saving options call
the Energy Saving Advice Service telephone number on
0300 123 1234”.

If you would like more information about this article or
any other matters, please contact your Village Agent.
Sue Colquhoun 07810 630 145

a nuisance to other people. Under the Environ-
mental Protection Act 1990 the Council has the power
to serve Abatement Notices on persons who allow the
smoke from their bonfire to cause a smoke nuisance.
To constitute a smoke nuisance, bonfire smoke would
need to drift across someone's home on a regular
basis. The law does not define precisely what is or is
not a nuisance, but in terms of smoke from a bonfire

The following would help us in deciding whether the person was causing a statutory nuisance:

* How often a particular neighbour lights bonfires,

¢ The time of day / night,

hanging out to dry? Is the wind direction suitable?

¢ Whether or not the smoke is drifting into neighbouring properties or gardens,

¢ The nature of the area (i.e. heavily built up, or rural and sparsely populated),
* The weather at the time of the fire, i.e. are neighbours trying to enjoy their gardens on a sunny day? Is washing

* The type of smoke. Dark smoke (i.e. from burning tyres, plastics, roof felt etc. will almost inevitably amount to a
nuisance because it contains chemicals that are prejudicial to health and has a very acrid odour.
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If you are troubled by persistent bonfire smoke you can do a number of things;

1. Approach your neighbour and explain the problem.
This usually sorts out the situation as most people will
be more considerate in the future.

2. If the problem continues keep a note of the dates
and times of the bonfires and contact the
Environmental Protection Team, Stroud District
Council, Ebley Mill, Stroud, Glos, GL5 4UB, Tel: 01453
754478 or email your enquiry to environ-
mental.health@stroud.gov.uk. They will follow up
your complaint confidentially, although they may
need you to give evidence if they prosecute. The
initial approach will usually be an informal letter,
giving advice about better ways of disposing of the

rubbish and explaining about the problems from
bonfires. If this is not successful, and the bonfires
continue, the investigating officer will decide if the
fires are causing a statutory nuisance, if so they will
take further action under the Environmental
Protection Act 1990.

3. You could also take your own private action using
the Environmental Protection Act 1990. Contact the
Clerk of the Magistrates' Court directly for details
about how to proceed.

4. Contact the police if smoke from a bonfire close to
a road causes a traffic hazard

More information about garden bonfires can be found from the Environmental Protection UK website;

www.environmental-protection.org.uk.

Should you wish to contact me please do so on 07810 630 145: Sue Colquhoun.

Bohemian Beads Chiidren's Partles
Do you want an unusual and

entertaining party activity for children?
Then why not have a jewellery making party!

| teach brownies/guides too
Please contact for more details
07810015220

info@bohemianbeads.co.uk
or
www.bohemiankids.co.uk
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- The 32"? Eastington Autumn Flower Show

OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS AND MEMBERS OF ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH OF EASTINGTON
To be Held in the Village Hall
On Saturday 6th September 2014 | 2pm - 3.30pm| Admission 20p

RULES

(1) The hall will be open to exhibitors from 9am on the morning of the show. All exhibits must be staged by 11am at
which time all exhibitors must leave the hall. Presentation of trophies at 3.30pm - no exhibit to be removed before
3.30pm.
(2) Exhibitors cards corresponding to the entries will be handed to exhibitors by the show secretary and exhibitors
will be responsible for the proper placing of their cards with their exhibits. An exhibitor may only enter one exhibit
per class. Each exhibitor using separate entry forms.
(3) Exhibitors must provide their own bowils, vases etc for display of their exhibit. All exhibits entered must be
staged.
(4) The judges may modify or withhold any award if the exhibits do not merit the prizes offered.
(5) Any unfair means to obtain a prize will forfeit all claims to prizes.
(6) The judge’s decision is final.
(7) The committee cannot accept any responsibility for loss or damage to any exhibit or accessories to an exhibit. It
reserves the right to move any exhibit to assist display.

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTERIES 11am, 6th September 2014

SHOW SPONSORS

Classes 23-26 sponsored by: R & C Harris

Classes 27-36 sponsored by: The Old Badger Inn. Tel: 01453822892

Classes 43-53 sponsored by: R & C Harris

Section E & Classes 59-60 sponsored by: Mrs Q Jones

Classes 1-6 sponsored by: R U Electrical Services, Eastington. Tel: 01453 823285
Classes 7-11B sponsored by: Mr W Fletcher

Class 12 & 22 A & B sponsored by: Borders, Lawns and Trees Garden Maintenance.
Classes 13-17 sponsored by: Mrs R Barnfield

Classes 18-22 sponsored by: The Old Badger Inn. Tel: 01453822892

Classes 37-42A sponsored by: Mr & Mrs J Underwood

TROPHIES

Stroud Building Society Perpetual Challenge Cup to the exhibitor obtaining the most points in the show. Presidents
Perpetual Challenge Cup to the exhibitor obtaining the most points in Section C. Trophy to runner up for presidents
cup. Presidents Rose Bowl to the lady exhibitor obtaining the most points in the show. Trophy to the runner up for
the Rose Bowl.

e Dr R R Wethered Shield for the best exhibit in Class 34.

e The Bill Fletcher Shield for the most points in Section C.

e Perpetual Trophy for the most points in Section D.

e Perpertual Trophy for the most points in Class 55.

e The Neal Perpetual Trophy for the best exhibit in children’s Class 56.

e Joan Parkes Trophy for the best exhibit in Section F.

e The Parish Council Trophy for best exhibit in Class 57.

e The Moss Trophy for the best exhibit in Class 58.

e Mr & Mrs J Underwood Trophy for the most points in Classes 37-42

e ] Bridges Perpetual Trophy for most points in Classes 6,7,9-11

e The Chris Haines Memorial for best Orchid in Show, Class 42

e Best Runner Bean in show sponsored by Borders Lawns and Trees Garden Maintenance, Class 12.
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IN THE EVENT OF A TIE, TROPHIES WILL BE AWARDED TO THE PERSON OBTAINING THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF FIRSTS.

Section A
CLASS
(1) Potatoes - Kidney, Oval or Round, White - 4
(2) Potatoes - Kidney, Oval or Round, Red - 4
(3) Carrots-Long-4
(4) Carrots - Short-4
(5) Beet-Round-3
(6) Onions - Spring Sown Flat - 4
(7) Onions - Spring Sown Globe - 4
(8) Shallots - Large - 8
(9) Shallots - Pickling under 1” - 8
(10) Onions - Large Dressed - 4
(11) Onions —Red - 4

Section B
(23) Pears - 4
(24) Cooking Apples - 4
(25) Dessert Apples - 4

Section A cont.

(12) Runner Beans — 6
(13) Table Marrows - Any Size - pair
(14) Plate of 6 mixed tomatoes
(15) Tomatoes - Outdoor Grown - Red - 6
(16) Tomatoes - Outdoor Grown - Green - 6
(17) Tomatoes - Greenhouse - Red - 6
(18) Cherry Tomatoes - Greenhouse - Red - 6
(19) Cucumber - Ridge - 2
(20) Cucumber - Telegraph - 2
(21) Courgette, under 6” — 2
(22) Collection of vegetables - see rules below
(22A) Children’s Collection of Vegetables (Up to 16 years) — see rules
below

Collection of vegetable rules:
1 - Vegetables to be shown in standard size seed tray
2 - Pick 3 from the following vegetables: Potatoes(3), Carrots(3),
Runner Beans (6), Tomatoes(3), Onions (3)
3 — Make sure you have the right quantity of each vegetable
4 - Parsley & raffia may be used to assist your display
5 — Carrots to be trimmed to 2 inches
6 — Larger trays or wrong amount of vegetables will be disqualified
7 — The judge’s decision is final

Section C
(26) Asters, Blooms in vase - 6
(27) Chrysanthemums, Any variety, Blooms -4
(28) Chrysanthemums, Any variety, Spray -1
(29) Dahlias, Pom Pom, Blooms - 4
(30) Dahlias, Decorative, Blooms - 4
(31) Dahlias, Cacti, Blooms - 4
(32) Gladioli - Spikes - 3
(33) Gladioli - Spike - 1
(34) Roses, Blooms - 4
(35) Rose, Bloom - 1
(36) Vase of cut mixed flowers, Quality of flowers only will be
judged
(37) Spray of Floribunda or Polyanthus Roses
(38) Ladies Wedding Spray
(39) Pot plant for flower
(40) Pot Cacti
(41) Pot Succulent
(42) Pot Orchid

Section D
(43) Home made Chutney - Pot
(44) Home made Lemon Curd
(45) Home made Jam - Pot of soft fruit
(46) Home made Jam - Pot Stone fruit
(47) One small pot - Any Jelly
(48) Scones - Any variety - 4
(49) Small Tarts, Jam, open - 4
(50) Home made loaf, White using 1lb of Flour - 1
(51) Home made loaf, Brown using 11b of flour - 1
(52) Victoria Sponge, 7” round - 3 eggs with their weight in fat, flour
& castor sugar
(52a) Cake made with vegetable i.e. carrot, beetroot, courgette.
Decoration optional.

(53) Fruit Cake, 7” round, deep tin, 60z margarine, 50z sugar, 3 eggs,
90zs self raising flour, 100z mixed fruit ( incl. Cherries), 1 teaspoon
salt, % teaspoon almond essence, 1 level teaspoon mixed spice,
little milk.

Section E — Children’s Classes
Up to 16 years.

(54) A picture coloured to your choice (Available from the Village
post office to colour during the summer holidays). Please write
name and age on the back.

(55) Animal made out of fruit or vegetables
(56) A piece of jewellery made to your own design
(57) Decorate a pebble (own design and choice of materials)
(58) Fairy Cakes - decorated to your choice — 4

Section F - Fun Section
(59) Longest Runner Bean
(60) Any other comical vegetable

Section G — The Eastington Allotment Society Section

(61) Collection of the best produce from your allotment.
Maximum of 5 items.

(62) Best overall allotment — to be judged prior to show date.
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ENTRY FORM FOR EXHIBITORS

Entry forms to be sent, together with entry fees, 20p each class (except 54 — 58, & 22A, which are free) to the show secretary, or
handed to any committee member.

Additional entry forms available from the show secretary.

Hints to exhibitors:

Read the schedule carefully and be sure that you enter the correct number of specimens in each class. Prize money to be
collected on the day of the show.

Closing date for entries 11am, 6th September 2014

CLASS NUMBER CLASS NUMBER CLASS NUMBER

| HEREBY CERTIFY that all the articles referred to have been produced by me in my own garden
or allotment, or made by me.

EXNIDItOrs NamM @ --------mmmm oo

Total reMittaNCe:---m-mmmmmmm oo o m e oo e o -

PRESIDENT: Lt. Cdr. W. R. Harris
CHAIRPERSON: Mr D Haines
TREASURER: Mr W Fletcher

Tel: 01453 828507
SECRETARY: Mrs S Underdown

3 Middlecroft, Eastington, GL10 3SG.
Tel: 01453 823285

STEWARD: Mrs Q Jones
AWARDS: 1%-£1 2™ _50p 3“—25p
POINTS: 3 2 1

OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS AND MEMBERS OF ORGANISATIONS IN THE PARISH OF EASTINGTON

THE COMMITTEE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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COMPLEMENTARY THERAPY

In the comfort of your own home
Mobile Complementary Therapist offering

Reflexology, Aromatherapy and Reiki
6 years experience in a hospice
Working with patients carers and bereaved

For advice and appointments please call

Anita Harland 07977 137955

224

MEMBER

FATTWOOLLS

Camping & Ski

Dome Tents, Frame Tents, Party Tents,
Shelters & Gazebos, Accessories,
Outdoor Clothing & Boots
All at great prices

www.attwoolls.co.uk
Skis, Ski Boots, Ski Clothing to hire or buy

A38 Bristol Road
Whitminster, GL2 7LX

01452 742233

Open 7 days
Mon-Sat: 9-5.30
Sun: 10-4.00

SEVERNSIDE
OSTEOPATHIC
PRACTICE

I am your local, frendly and professional Osteopath with over 30
years' exparence. The practice is based in a rural and tranguil
environment at Saul with péenty of parking

Osteopathy is not only Tor back pain, it can also help:

STAYING FIT
Fom LIFE

Children - with growth and postural problems
Wiomen - before and after pregnancy

Thi edderdy - to reduce aches, pains and stiffness
Sporiing peopla

B o B @

It iz not possible to list everything, so please rng to find out if
osleopathy would be helpful for you

Caroline Toshcoowsce
T: 01452 740818

Registensd »ih ihe General Oslsopamic Counci

o1
INN

SERVING 6 REAL ALES & REAL CIDER
@& COSY LOG FIRES

& GooD QUALITY FOOD,
USING FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

&' COVERED & HEATED PATIO AREA

.;. LARGE GARDEN WITH CAR PARKING

TEL. 01453 B22892
WWW.OLDBADGERINN.CO.UK

OLD BADGER INN, ALKERTON ROAD, SPRINGHILL, EASTINGTON, GLOUCESTERSH

Yoga

Tuesdays 9.30 am

Leonard Stanley Village Hall
Wednesdays 8 pm

Lecnard Stanley School

Thursdays B pm

Eastington Community Centre (OHMG)
Fridays 9.30 am

Lecnard Stanley Village Hall

£6 per class in advance, £7.50 per drop-in
Carol Maguire tel: 791484 |/ 07814 341092

caroline.maguire2@btinternet.com
www.carolmaguire.co.uk

FRIMTING SERVICES

Telephone

01453 825047
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Extensions
Renovations
EA MIB37 | Kitchens

CONSTRUCTION

EASTINGTON Bathrooms
Tiling

T: 01453 823 686 * M: 07866 600 961
No obligation estimates and consultations

No article of part thereof may be reproduced or published without prior permission of the Editor and
author.
The views expressed in ECN are not necessarily those of the editors

e e e
I Andrew Niblett (Editor) 824841 (niblett.parish@talktalk.net)

Chris Osman (Articles Editor) 822060 (ecn.articles@gmail.com)

Tom Low (Distributor & Adverts) 823425 (tom@hazelcottage.eu)
L
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